
IN THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT OF MISSOURI 

EN BANC 

 

IN RE: COVID-19 ORDER 3 

COURT OPERATIONS DURING COVID-19 STAY AT HOME ORDER 

AND LIMITED PUBLIC ACCESS STATUS  

  07-20 

 

ORDER 

 

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have declared that the 

outbreak of COVID-19 is a worldwide pandemic, and it has been declared a national and state 

wide state of emergency; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Columbia/Boone County Public Health and Human Services 

Department announced a Stay-At-Home Order (Boone County Order No. 2020-03C) for all 

residents and businesses in Boone County, Missouri that will go in effect at 8:00 a.m. on 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 and remain in effect until 8:00 a.m. April 24, 2020, and that during 

this time all non-essential businesses will be closed and all non-essential personnel will be asked 

to work from home; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Callaway County Commission issued a limited public access status for 

its courthouse on March 19, 2020, until further notice; and 

 

WHEREAS, the continuing operation of the 13th Judicial Circuit Court (“Court”) is 

deemed to be an essential governmental service and therefore, the Court will remain open and 

operational during the term of the Stay-At-Home Order; and 

 

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the fact that the Court will remain open, it is imperative 

that the Court take steps to protect the health and safety of all employees of the Court, all judicial 

officers, all attorneys, all litigants, all victims, all witnesses and any other individuals or entities 

who have cases and hearings pending in Court, while also balancing the rights of all said 

individuals to have their matters heard; and 

 

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the fact that the Court will remain open, the Court’s 

operations are and will be significantly modified during the term of the Stay-At-Home Order; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Missouri Supreme Court entered an Order dated March 16, 2020 

together with other Orders regarding on-going court operations and has instructed courts in this 

state to “prepare for potential infection in their community”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Missouri Supreme Court suspended all in-person proceedings with 

certain identified exceptions and the Missouri Supreme Court authorized the Presiding Judge of 

each Circuit to determine the manner in which hearings are to be conducted, including the 

discretion to excuse individuals from appearing; and 












