EXCLUSIVE: Veteran Corruption Investigators Allege Adam Schiff Committed ‘Egregious’ Pattern of Mortgage Fraud 
By Seamus Bruner

Two veteran investigators of real estate and mortgage fraud have compiled a mountain of evidence that they claim proves conclusively that US Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA) has broken multiple state laws by claiming that his primary residence is in both California and Maryland. Schiff receives favorable tax benefits for claiming primary residence in two states. 

Sacramento-based real estate investigator Christine Bish and investigative reporter John Stubbins have a combined twenty-five years of experience following the money, locating hidden assets, and sniffing out real estate and mortgage fraud. 

Schiff was first elected to the US Congress in November of 2001. At the time, Schiff and his wife owned a home in Burbank, California. In May 2003, The Schiffs sold their Burbank home and purchased a home in Potomac, Maryland approximately one month later. Per their mortgage documents, the Schiff’s affirmed in writing that the Maryland home was their “Primary Residence.” The following month, in July 2003, Schiff registered to vote as a California Resident, claiming residence in Burbank.

Bish and Stubbins allege this is the first instance of Schiff committing [mortgage fraud]. And if not [mortgage fraud] then Schiff committed [voter fraud], the investigators say. 

In 2009, the Schiffs refinanced their Maryland home and reaffirmed in writing that it was their “Primary Residence.” That same year, a US House Ethics complaint accused Schiff of violating home residence rules. In the hearing, Schiff admitted to wrongdoing, claiming that he made a “mistake” in the mortgage documents. According to Bish and Stubbins, this is the second instance in Schiff’s ongoing pattern of [fraud].  

In June 2009, the Schiffs purchased a new condo in Burbank. The mortgage documents show no primary or secondary residence distinction. In [month/year], Schiff registered as a California voter at the new Burbank condo address. 

In 2010, Adam Schiff refinanced his home, reaffirming previous documents identifying it as his “Primary Residence.” The Schiffs proceeded to refinance their Maryland home two additional times, both in 2011 and 2013, identifying it as the “Primary Residence” in the official mortgage documents. These constitute at least [three] additional instances of [fraud], according to the investigators. 

While fudging mortgage and voter registration documents may seem like a minor clerical error, multiple public officials have been charged and convicted for similar “mistakes.” Earlier this year, former Baltimore prosecutor Marilyn Mosby pled guilty to mortgage fraud, among other crimes, and is now a convicted felon. 

Mosby is a Democrat, but Republicans have been convicted for white-collar fraud crimes too. Last year, then-Congressman George Santos (R-NY) was charged with numerous crimes that relied upon “repeated dishonesty and deception to ascend to the halls of Congress and enrich himself.”  Santos was allegedly used “political contributions to line his pockets, unlawfully applied for unemployment benefits that should have gone to New Yorkers who had lost their jobs due to the pandemic, and lied to the House of Representatives.”

The crimes of Mosby and Santos are not much different than what Congressman Schiff has done, Bish and Stubbins claim. They have prepared a complaint against Schiff and plan to share the results of their investigation with congressional ethics officials. 

 

