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Love Has Come 
Lessons and Carols  

December 14, 2025 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
 
Prelude 
 Wake, Awake for Night Is Flying                      J. S. Bach 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements                   Rev. Dr. Bradley D. Smith 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle/Call to Worship 

Parks and Alisa Bunch, Pierce and Leighton (9:00 am) 
Drew and Katie Alice Walker, Andrew, Alice Rushton, Jayne (11:15 am) 

Leader: I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
All:  The Lord sets the prisoner free; he opens the eyes of the blind. 
Leader: He makes the lame to leap, and the dumb to sing for joy. 
All:  The Lord will reign forever, let us praise the Lord! 

 
 
*Congregational Carol of Adoration 
 O Come, All Ye Faithful                     arr. David Willcocks 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!  
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels!  
Refrain:  O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

3. Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!  (to refrain) 

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be all glory given;  
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!  (to refrain) 

 
 
*Prayer of Adoration                Rev. Emily Mooneyhan (9:00 am) 

Rev. W. Croskeys Royall (11:15 am) 
 
 
 
First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2a, 6-7                  Rev. Mooneyhan (9:00 am) 

Rev. Royall (11:15 am) 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light: those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them 
light has shined.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rest upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continual-
ly, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 



Carol 
 Brightest and Best                    arr. Shawn Kirchner 

Hail the bless'd morn, see the great Mediator Down from the regions of glory descend! Shepherds go worship the babe in the  
manger, lo, for his guard the bright angels attend. Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us 
thine aid. Star in the East, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are  
shining, low lies his bed with the beasts of the stall. Angels adore him in slumber reclining, Maker and Monarch and Savior of all. 
Shall we no yield him, in costly devotion, odours of Edom and off'rings divine, Gems of the mountains and pearls of the oceans, 
myrrh from the forest or gold from the mine?   

Reginald Heber, 1811  

 

Second Lesson: Luke 2:1-7                  Rev. Mooneyhan (9:00 am) 
Rev. Royall (11:15 am) 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.  This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinuis was governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be regis-
tered. Joseph also went from the town Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, be-
cause he was descended from the house and the family of David. He went to registered with Mary, to whom, 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

*Congregational Carol (Children may be excused to Children’s Church) 
 Love Has Come                        arr. Evanovich 
1. Love has come: a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. See, all heaven has come to 

proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises: Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on 
high. 

2. Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. Love is God now asleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his 
mother; what is the name her heart is saying? Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers. Love! Love! Jesus, 
Emmanuel. 

3. Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free. Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. Love! Love! Praise to you, 
God on high! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer                 Rev. Dr. Douglass D. Key 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 
Third Lesson: Luke 2:8-14                       Dr. Key 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord 
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord, This will be a sign for you: You will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising god and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
 
Carol  
 How Great Our Joy                       arr. Craig Courtney 

While by the sheep we watched at night, Glad tidings brought an angel bright. How great our joy. There shall be born, so did he say, 
In Bethlehem a Child today. How great our joy. There shall a Child lie in a stall, this Child who shall redeem us all. This gift of God 
we'll cherish well, That ever joy our hearts shall fill. Praise we the Lord in heav'n on high. How great our Joy. 

Traditional German Carol 

 



Fourth Lesson: Luke 2:15-16                   Rev. Dr. Bradley D. Smith 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
 
 

*Congregational Carol  
 O Little Town of Bethlehem                     arr. John Rutter 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!  Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the  
silent stars go by.  Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all 
the years are met in thee tonight. 

2. For Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above, while mortals sleep the angels keep their 
watch of wondering love.  O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to 
God the king, and peace to all on earth. 

3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!  So God imparts to human hearts the bless-
ings of his heaven.  No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, where meek souls will 
receive him still the dear Christ enters in. 

4. O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us  
today.  We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell:  O come to us; abide with us, Our 
Lord Emmanuel! 

 
Offertory 
I Wonder As I Wander                         Arr. Vrtacnik 
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky, how Jesus the Savior did come for to die for poor ordinary people like you and like I; I wonder 
as I wander, out under the sky. When Mary birthed Jesus, 'twas in a cow's stall with wise men and farmers and shepherd and all. but high 
from God's heaven a star's light did fall, and the promise of ages it did then recall. If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, a star in the sky, 
or a bird on the wing, or all of God's angels in heaven for to sing, he surely could have it, 'cause he was the King. I wonder as I wander, 
out under the sky, how Jesus the Savior did come for to die for poor ordinary people like you and like I; I wonder as I wander, out under 
the sky. 

Soloists: Virginia Dunlap (9:00 am) and Ella Canney (11:15 am) 

 
Prayer of Dedication                     Bob Staton 
 
Unison Reading: Isaiah 11:1-6  
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his 
ears hear, 

4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he 
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed to-
gether, and a little child shall lead them. 

 

Scripture Focus: Matthew 11:2-11  

 

Meditation                       Rev. Dr. Bradley D. Smith 
“Are You the One or Are We to Wait for Another?” 
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DEACONS: ROBERT SIMMONS AND NATE HENDERSON 
HEAD USHER: JEFF MUTHIG (9:00 AM) AND MIKE GORMAN (11:15 AM) 



Carol 
 A Child My Choice                       Richard Nance 

Let folly praise that fancy loves, I praise and love that wondrous Child Whose heart no thought, whose tongue no word, whose hand 
no deed defiled. I praise Him most, I love Him best, all praise and love is His; While Him I love, in Him I live, and cannot live amiss. 
Love's sweetest mark Laud's highest theme, mans' most desired light, To love Him life to leave Him death, to live in Him delight. He 
mine by gift, I His by debt, thus each to other due; First friend He was, best-friend He is, all times will try Him true. Though young, 
yet wise; though small, yet strong, though man, yet God He is: As wise He knows; as strong, He can as God, He loves to bless. His 
knowledge rules, His strength defends, His love doth cherish all. His birth our joy, His life our light, His death our end of thrall. Alas! 
He weeps, He sighs, He moans, yet do His holy angels sing; Out of His tears, His sighs and throbs, doth but a joyful spring. Almighty 
Babe, whose tender arms can force all foes to fly, Correct my faults, protect my life, direct me when I die. 

Robert Southwell (1561-1595) 
Soloist Jacob Tierney (9:00 am), Soloist Harrell Cornell (11:15 am) 

 
Fifth Lesson: Corinthians 5:18-21                      Dr. Key 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrust-
ing the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through 
us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
 
 
*Congregational Carol of Dedication 

 Hark the Herald Angels Sing                        Willcocks 
1. Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King; Peace on earth and mercy mild, God 

and sinners reconciled: Joyful all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies, With th’angelic 
host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem.  Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the newborn 
King. 

2. Christ by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord, Late in time behold him come Off-
spring of a virgin’s womb: Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’incarnate Deity! Pleased as 
man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the new-
born King. 

3. Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  Light and life to all he 
brings, Risen with healing in his wings; Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.  Hark! The herald angels sing Glo-
ry to the newborn King. 

 
 
Benediction  
 
 
Postlude  

Improvisation                      

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL MUSICIANS WHO PARTICIPATED THIS MORNING, 

ESPECIALLY ORCHESTRA MEMBERS Ariel Collins, Sydney Fulcher, Melanie Ingram, Katherine 

Vaz, Micah Sullivn, Julia Ross, Korcan Köstük, Savannah Elgin, Margie Moore, Julie Russell, Brianna 

Harris, Sarah Spencer, Bill Slechta, Mia Bailey, Eunice Koh, Heidi Carey, Jonathan Evans 



Those we remember... 
In honor of Liz Agee - a year around present - Sam 
Given by Joe and Carol Anderson in loving memory of Joe and Clarissa Anderson.  
Given by Joe and Carol Anderson In honor of our grandchildren, Clarke, Foster, Evelyn, Yates, Ivy and Wren.  
Given by Joe and Carol Anderson in loving memory of Furman and  Evelyn Gerrard.  
In loving memory of Rhett Barker, Shellie Barker, Andy Greenberg and Emma Lafitte by Jake and Mary Barker. 
In loving memory of Roy, Sarah and Steve Bates - Ginger Bates, Tucker Bates and Reese Bates Stanton 
In loving memory of Brian Bates - Ginger, Reese and Tucker 
In loving memory of Florence Fowler and in honor of Lewis Fowler - Ginger Bates, Reese Bates Stanton and Tucker Bates 
In loving memory of Emilie & Keith Benson, and Paul Benson by Phyllis & George Beighley, George Beighley, Jr., and  
 Kathryn Beighley Dinkins 
In loving memory of Martha and Jack Beighley by Phyllis and George Beighley, George Beighley, Jr. and Kathryn Benson Beighley 
In memory of our grandparents-- Tan & Walter Brown, Margie & Billy Meng, Annie Lee & Raymond Ferrell, Sandy Medlin &  
 Burley Medlin - Lee & Boyd Brown 
In honor of our parents-- Melinda & David Brown and Terry & Stuart Ferrell - Lee & Boyd Brown 
In honor of and in appreciation for the FIG Sunday School class and Richard & Molly Slater - Lee & Boyd Brown 
In memory of Thomas Conine and in honor of Barbara Conine from their Great Grand daughters Pierce and Leighton Bunch  
In honor of Ann Cameron, simply the best! - Andy 
In honor of Liz, Clay, Campbell, Charlie and Sazy Sharpe - Charlotte Castles 
In honor of Sarah, Mike, Walter, Salley and Teddy Rama - Charlotte Castles 
In honor of the Eastminster Day School - Charlotte Castles 
In honor of my mother, Rebecca Salley Castles - Charlotte Castles 
In honor of my sister and brother-in-law Becky and Russ Robinson - Charlotte Castles 
In loving memory of our Pop “ Big Alec," from May, Luke and Alec Chaplin 
Wayne, we love you and miss you very much - Mom, Kendall, Chris and family 
In loving memory of Oliver Counts by Mary and children: Warren, Cary and Robin 
In loving memory of Millie Johnson - from a friend 
With loving gratitude for Pastor Emily and her prayerful support and leadership - Eastminster Stephen Ministers 
In honor of the Weekly Weeders 
In loving memory of our mother and father and grandparents, Annette and Jake King, from Gus, Kim, Drew & Robert.  
In loving memory of our mother and father and grandparents, Augusta and King Dixon, from Gus, Kim Drew & Robert. 
In memory of our long time friend Alex Jenkins - Judy and Francis DuBose 
In honor of Elise, Ansley, Hayden, Trent, Darcy, Graham, McLain, Linda, Ernest and Sean - Wayne Earhardt 
In loving memory of Dale Earhardt, Griff Earhardt and Lewie & Tinka Earhardt - Wayne Earhardt 
Given in honor of Olin and Ruth Ann Whitener, with love and gratitude - Lucie & Bob Eggleston 
In honor of Elaine Fairey, whose love and presence make our family truly shine. With love, Gaston, Jessica, Miles, Ben G, and Sophia 
In loving memory of Gaston's grandparents, Harriet & Phil Fairey, whose wisdom and spirit continue to guide us. With all our love,  
 Gaston and Jessica.   
In cherished memory of Jessica's grandparents, Margie and Dillard Miles, whose love continues to shine in our lives. With our whole 
 hearts, Gaston and Jessica.  
In loving memory of Jane's parents, Frank and Dorothy McFaddin, given by Bill and Jane Francis 
In loving memory of Bill's parents, Marion and Jane Francis, given by Bill and Jane Francis 
In loving memory of Jane's siblings, Frank McFaddin, Jr., Jack McFaddin, Lorraine M. Walker and Henry McFaddin, given by  
 Bill and Jane Francis 
In honor of our amazing grandparents, Ann and Dan Humphries. With love, Gray and Lish Griffin 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Phyllis and Joe Williams by their family 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Dot and Bill Halligan by their family 
To the glory of God and in honor of our grandchildren Annie, Wells, Sellas, Grace, and Payson Hardin and their parents 
  - Charles & Mary Hardin 
In thanksgiving for our girls Legare, Emma, Nancy, Hayley, Alaina, Kaylynn 
In thanksgiving for Becky Rodenborn 
In honor of my family - Nelle Holcombe 
In honor of Martha Cathou, coordinator of the knitting group of EPC 
To the glory of God and in gratitude for our wonderful ministers and staff - Kappy and William Hubbard 
In loving memory of our dear friends Steve and Brian Bates from the Hudgens family 
In loving memory of our parents Martha Hudgens and Lois & Paul Marsha' from the Hudgens family 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of my beloved husband, Alex Jenkins, by Betty Jenkins 
In loving memory of James H. Johnson, Jr 
In loving memory of William Matthews Hudson 
In loving memory of Butch Jones by Susan Jones 
In honor of Olin and Ruth Ann Whitener by Susan Jones 
In loving memory of Grady Kay, whose kindness and love continue to warm our hearts this Christmas season - Amelia, Jordan, Thayer 
 and Grady Kay 



In loving memory of Jeff Kososki from the Kososki and Staton families 
In memory of our dear friend Charlie Weston - Pam Lane 
In loving memory of my husband Hal Lane - Pam 
In honor of my family - Randy, Kent, Adri, and Kate. Love you, Mom 
In honor of my wife Kelley, and children Kent and Kate. Love you, Dad 
In loving memory of Johnnie S. Livingston by the Livingston family 
In loving memory of Rankin Craig by the Livingston family 
In loving memory of John Sim by the Livingston family 
In loving memory of our parents, Dr. Paul and Dr. Sara Lovingood, by Kevin Lovingood, Belinda Lennon, and Vivian Lovingood. 
In loving memory of Judy Love by Paula, Brian, and Alex Magargle. 
In loving memory of Betsy Sommerkamp by Paula, Brian, and Alex Magargle. 
In loving memory of Kenny Sommerkamp by Paula, Brian, and Alex Magargle. 
In honor of Ken Sommerkamp by Paula, Brian, and Alex Magargle. 
From Barbara and John McArthur in honor of Will and Jerilynn McArthur and their daughter Ellie. 
From Barbara and John McArthur in honor of Johnny McArthur and Angela Zhang. 
From John McArthur in honor of Barbara McArthur. 
In memory of our wonderful fathers, Mr. William Oliver Moseley, Jr. and Dr. William Lee McDow. 
In loving memory of Helen, Claude and Ginny McMillan 
In loving memory of Jo, Gus and Nancy Postal 
Given in honor of Susi and Robert McWilliams by their grandchildren LJ, Elizabeth, Anne James, Margaret, Madelyn, Hall 
  & Clara McWilliams 
In loving memory and honor of Kathy Marsha - our Kay Kay! Andrew and Kit Theodore; Madelyn, Hall, and Clara McWilliams 
In memory of our parents, Reece and Josephine McWillliams and Phil and Legare Bates from Bill and Sally McWilliams 
To the glory of God and in honor of our grandchildren Mac, Walker, James, Phillips Jr., Reagan, Molly, and Anne Legare  
 from Doc & Mimi 
To the glory of God and in honor of Reece, Lauren, Phillips, Christy, Andrew and Leslie from Doc and Mimi 
In memory of Carlos Moca and in honor of Kathy Moca 
In memory of C. Marshall Kibler and in honor of Anna Belle Kibler 
In honor and loving memory of Clay Murrell 
In memory of Sara Myers, stepmother and sister of John Myers  
In memory of Sally Myers Hayes, sister of John Myers 
In honor of Jackie and Bill Stallings from Ann Niland 
In loving memory of Joe and Joy Padgett from their family 
In loving memory of our precious Grandson William “Beau” Snell, given by Deane and Susan Pennington 
In gratitude for Laney and Claire Pound 
Jackie - This poinsettia stands for our love for your forever - Bobbie, Henry, Scott and Julie 
In honor of Jim St. John, our fearless leader. With love & appreciation, The No Names  
In memory of Winnie Dew. Love, Susan 
In honor of the EPC knitting group. Love, Susan 
In loving memory of Juda Reinhardt by her family 
In honor of Betty Gilbert and in memory of Bartow Gilbert. We love you! Liza, Stephen, Ellison & Baker   
In honor of Mitzi Trotter, given by Doug and Lyn Schultz 
In honor of Betty Barton, given by Doug and Lyn Schultz 
In memory of Allison Trotter Nation from Anne and March Seabrook 
In memory of Clinky and Cordes Seabrook,  Jr. from Anne and March Seabrook 
In memory of Don Richardson III from Anne and March Seabrook 
In memory of Sylvia McManus Maw from Anne and March Seabrook 
In loving memory of Ronnie Sharpe from Clay, Liz, Campbell, Charlie, and Sazy Sharpe 
In loving memory of Walter Monteith from Liz, Clay, Campbell, Charlie, and Sazy Sharpe 
In loving memory of Dwight Smith 
In loving memory of Ann St. John - by Melissa Raith and Jim St. John 
In honor of our Faithful Friends small group - Bob and Phyllis Staton 
In honor and memory of Phyllis's aunt Alice Panter - Bob and Phyllis Staton 
In honor and appreciation of our children and grandchildren - Bob and Phyllis Staton 
In appreciation of Katie Bullard for opening her house for the EPW Holiday Social - from the EPW Council 
In loving memory of our parents, Mr & Mrs. Eutace Studstill and Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Strait by Harvey and Martha Studstill 
In loving memory of our mothers, Edwina Carns and Linda Swan - Rod & Marcy Swan 
In honor of Gahgah (Margie Brown) and in loving memory of Pop Pop (Robert Sims Brown)  given with love by the Tighe Family.  
In loving memory of Uncle Bo Jenkins and in honor of Aunt B Jenkins.    The Tighe Family 
May these poinsettias remind us of God’s everlasting love. Given in gratitude for those who have shaped our faith and in memory of 
 those who rest in His peace - Julia Tourville 
In loving memory of Laval and Beaulah Osteen by Paul and Phyllis Trippe 
In loving memory of Roy and Ann Sawyer by Paul and Phyllis Trippe 
In loving memory of Cecil and Ann Trippe by Paul and Phyllis Trippe 
To Andrea Feree, for your attention and love! Love, Jayne Walker and her family 
To Sara Ellison our organized, thoughtful leader. With love, your small group. 
In memory of Mary Ann Wardlaw. We are grateful for you! Field Wardlaw 
Given to the glory of the Lord in grateful appreciation of our new church family. Olin and Ruth Ann Whitener 
We miss our sweet Kacy - Kathy & John Winterhalter 



Christmas Worship Services 
  CHRISTMAS EVE 
  3:00 PM: CHILDREN’S SERVICE  
   (CHILDCARE PROVIDED FOR INFANTS – 2K) 
  5:00 PM: FAMILY CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  
   (CHILDCARE PROVIDED FOR INFANTS—5K) 
  7:00 PM: CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE 
   (CHILDCARE PROVIDED FOR INFANTS—5K) 
  CHRISTMAS DAY—10:30 AM, NO CHILDCARE 

MINISTERS—ALL OF US! 
STAFF 

Dr. Bradley D. Smith, Pastor

Dr. Douglass D. Key, Senior Associate Pastor Rev. W. Croskeys Royall, Associate Pastor Rev. Emily Mooneyhan 

Rev. Robert Schoonover, Associate Pastor Dr. Carol J. Byrd, Parish Associate Fredna Lee, Director of Music Ministry 

Alisha Hudson, Business Administrator Emily Higgins, Middle School Youth Director Louis Shirer, Organist 

Katie Herndon, EDS Director Christy Rippy, Treasurer Dr. Augie Gil, Director of Worship & Arts 

Emmet Hough, Christian Life Center Dir. Blythe Lewis, Sr. Communications Officer Caroline Bennett, Small Groups & Librarian. 

Alex Rogers, Plant Operations Director  James Cassidy, A/V Director 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Living Nativity is Today at 5, 6, and 7 p.m. on the front lawn: Come and enjoy this rendition of the Christmas Story with live-
stock and wise men. Kingdom Kids and Club 345 will meet from 5-5:45 p.m. (no dinner due to Living Nativity) Look for emails from 
Mrs. Stefanie. 

Bring an Ornament in Honor of a Loved One to Help Decorate the Memory Tree: This special memorial tree is in to the Adult 
Reception Hall this Advent. You may drop off ornaments at the Church Office reception.  

EPC Bible Doers will “Do” on December 17th at the Oliver’s (6-8 a.m.): We meet early on third Wednesdays for “walk&talk” at 6 
a.m., and make pasta salad for Transitions from 7 to 8 a.m. All are welcome! Contact Beth Oliver for details (803) 622-5384. 

Transitions Third Thursday is December 18th: Sign up to serve lunch or dinner. You may also provide food donations for the even-
ing meal. Donations of mandarin oranges, pound cakes, and pasta salad are due to the Church Office Staff Kitchen by 3 p.m. Visit Up-
coming Events for more information and to sign up. 

Carols and Keyboards is on Thursday, December 18th, at 7 p.m., in the Sanctuary: Join us for dinner before the concert in 
Thompson Hall at 5:45. Enjoy festive music accompanied by two pianos, an organ, handbells, and the beautiful voices of the Eastminster 
Chancel Choir. Childcare available for babies through 5K. RSVP for dinner via Upcoming Events. 

The Longest Night Worship Service is on Sunday, December 21st, at 4 p.m., in the Sanctuary: As we acknowledge that the holi-
days can bring with them a myriad of emotions, our prayer is that this service might be a place of comfort and hope as we draw near to 
God this holiday season. Bring a friend who may benefit. 

Christmas Day Lunch at Transitions: Join us in service on Christmas Day. We will provide meals for up to 450 people from Transi-
tions and The Rapid Center. Donations of Hawaiian Rolls, Mandarin Oranges, Homemade Christmas Desserts, and “Gorp” are also 
needed. Visit Upcoming Events to sign up to serve or donate.  

December 28th Worship Schedule: Join us for one of two services in the Sanctuary (9 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.) with a holiday brunch at 10 
a.m. in Thompson Hall. (No Sunday School or Jubilee Contemporary Worship.) 

2025 Year-End Giving: Year-end contributions can be made via the offering plate by December 28th or postmarked by December 31st. 
You may also drop off at the Church Office, “Attn Treasurer,” by 5 p.m. Consult your financial advisor to give a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution from your IRA. To donate stock, contact Christy Rippy, Treasurer, via email at crippy@eastminsterpres.org for instructions. 

Dear Eastminster Church Family, 

We are so glad you are worshiping with us today, and what a 
gift that our God has come to the world in the flesh in Jesus 
the Christ! Join us for our coming services (listed below) so 
that, filled with awe and wonder, each and every one of us may 
live lives of gratitude and generosity, reaching out to others as 
our Savior has first reached out to us. 

In Christ, 

 

 

Brad 

Pledge Status Report as of December 8, 2025 

Thank you to those who have pledged. If you have not yet 
done so, please give us an estimate of your giving to  
support Christ’s work through Eastminster in 2026. 
 233  Pledges Increased 
   94 Pledges With No Change 
   24 Pledges Decreased 
   44 New Pledges 

For a total of 395 pledges totaling $4, 265,563 
97 pledges were made for 2025, but not yet for 2026 


