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As we read the New Testament, we should keep in mind that the original writers and 
their hearers were intimately familiar with the Old Testament. Deuteronomy 6:6 
commanded the people to have the words of God at the forefront of their lives. There is 
every indication that this is exactly what they did, Learning the Old Testament from a 
very early age (Davis, 1991). We would expect then, to see references made to the Old 
Testament with great frequency and variability. This is in fact, exactly what we find.


New Testament authors will sometimes make direct quotations. Other times there will 
be just an allusion to a text or a theme. Archer and Chirichigno identify five categories. 
These categories range from a direct quote, free from any significant difference from 
the Masoretic text, to “passages that seem to take questionable liberty with the Old 
Testament original” (Gleason L. Archer, 1983) Richard B. Hays identifies three 
categories; “Quotations, Allusions and Echo’s.” (Carson, 2019.)


Common sense and knowledge of how we use quotations today can also shed light on 
this. Consider how a song lyric or movie quote may be used in any number of different 
ways and communicated in different forms, which will vary in accuracy and purpose. 
We should give some attention to these different kinds of quotations.


Sometimes a New Testament author will give a direct quotation from the Old 
Testament, in which a whole phrase is copied word for word or nearly word for word.


For example, Matthew 2:6 there is a straightforward quotation of Micah 5:2 in reference 
to the birthplace of the Messiah. Even in direct quotations some variation could be 
expected, for several reasons. The author could be quoting from memory, or he might 
be using the Septuagint (Greek translation of the O.T.). He migh also be using Hebrew 
text and translating it into Greek for his readers. Each of these might all account for 
some variation between a New Testament quotation and what we have in our Old 
Testaments. Consider Jesus’ words in Matthew 27:46, quoting from Psalm 22. Here we 

have Aramaic words 
transliterated in Greek and 
then translated into English. 
His message has passed 
through at least three 
languages, demonstrating 
the complexity that may be 
involved in a quotation.


On other occasions, the 
New Testament author may 
not offer a direct quotation 
but rather an allusion to an 
Old Testament text. 
Consider for example, Paul’s 
allusion to the events of the 
Exodus in I Corinthians 
10:1-5. In this case, not a 
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single word is quoted from Exodus but it is abundantly clear that Paul is referring to the 
events in Exodus 12 – Numbers 14. The prologue to John’s gospel (John 1:1-5) begins 
with an obvious allusion to Genesis 1:1. Much could be said of the powerful dual 
meanings that John employs, but the allusion is obvious. In these examples we do not 
have an exact quotation from the Old Testament but the references are obvious.


Sometimes the reference to the Old Testament is evident but less specific. Think of 
Peter’s words in I Peter 1:10


“Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to 
be yours searched and inquired carefully.”


Clearly, Peter has in mind, not a specific passage but the echo of expectation that rings 
down through the ages.


A similar use of scripture by Jesus is found in Matthew 23:34, when he says, 
“Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill 
and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to 
town”. Again, no specific Old Testament passage is referenced but rather a theme. In 
fact, the whole of Matthew 23 is an echo of the woe’s pronounced by the prophets 
against all who stood in opposition to God and his work. We could possibly add to this 
category, passing references or uses of Old Testament phrases that come to the mind 
of an author. Matthew’s quotation of Hosea 11:1, could be an example of this, where 
Jesus’ life echo’s the experience of Israel.


We observe then that some of the New Testament authors use the Old Testament in 
various ways and for various purposes. And while not all of these are common for us 
today, some of them are. For example, I frequently hear preachers and teachers 
paraphrase a passage or allude to a Biblical account. We might also engage in partial 
quotations as part of our everyday conversational speech. Someone might say – “I 
wash my hands of this,” when fed up with a project, or “Let there be light,” when 
tripping a light switch. So while we make this kind of use of scripture to get a point 
across, it surprises us to find that the Biblical writers occasionally did the same thing. It 
has been said many times, but I will say it again – the Bible is written in language, and 
translated into language. And while scripture is of far more consequence than a news 
paper or magazine, similar rules of interpretation should be employed.


As you read your New Testament, take time and track down the references to the Old 
Testament. Some may be difficult to follow or explain but most often your Study will be 
deeply enriched. An excellent resource for this kind of study is Commentary on the 
New Testament use of the Old Testament Edited by D.A. Carson.


May God Bless Your Bible Study.
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1. For the purposes of this paper I will use the term Old Testament because it’s the 
common way we refer to the Hebrew Bible. It’s important to add at this point, that for 
Matthew and other New Testament writers it was just scripture, or to use our 
terminology, the Bible. There was no New Testament as we understand it. It was being 
written at the time. This is not to say that New Testament writers didn’t see their work 
and the work of their contemporaries as Scripture. Consider that Paul sites 
Deuteronomy along side Luke calling both scripture (I Tim 5:18 quoting Duet 25:4 and 
Luke 10:7). It is to say, when New Testament authors were going to cite scripture to 
support a particular point, they would be citing the Old Testament.)
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The story of Naaman

Written on: October 31, 2021


Article by: Bob Sandiford


A Bible Story for Adults

2 Kings 5:1-14 (NASB)


Now Naaman, captain of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man with his master, 
and highly respected, because by him the LORD had given victory to Aram. The man 
was also a valiant warrior, but he was a leper. 2 Now the Arameans had gone out in 
bands and had taken captive a little girl from the land of Israel; and she waited on 
Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “I wish that my master were with the prophet 
who is in Samaria! Then he would cure him of his leprosy.” 4  Naaman went in and told 
his master, saying, “Thus and thus 
spoke the girl who is from the land 
of Israel.” 5 Then the king of Aram 
said, “Go now, and I will send a 
letter to the king of Israel.” He 
departed and took with him ten 
talents of silver and six thousand 
shekels of gold and ten changes of 
clothes.


6 He brought the letter to the king 
of Israel, saying, “And now as this 
letter comes to you, behold, I have 
sent Naaman my servant to you, 
that you may cure him of his 
leprosy.” 7 When the king of Israel 
read the letter, he tore his clothes 
and said, “Am I God, to kill and to 
make alive, that this man is 
sending word to me to cure a man 
of his leprosy? But consider now, 
and see how he is seeking a 
quarrel against me.” 
8 It happened when Elisha the man 
of God heard that the king of Israel 
had torn his clothes, that he sent 
word to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Now let him come to me, 
and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman came with his horses 
and his chariots and stood at the doorway of the house of Elisha. 10 Elisha sent a 
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messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh will 
be restored to you and you will be clean.” 11 But Naaman was furious and went away 
and said, “Behold, I thought, ‘He will surely come out to me and stand and call on the 
name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the 
leper.’ 12 Are not Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters 
of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a 
rage. 13 Then his servants came near and spoke to him and said, “My father, had the 
prophet told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more 
then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and dipped 
himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; and his 
flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child and he was clean.


15 When he returned to the man of God with all his company, and came and stood 
before him, he said, “Behold now, I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in 
Israel; so please take a present from your servant now.” 16 But he said, “As the LORD 
lives, before whom I stand, I will take nothing.” And he urged him to take it, but he 
refused. 17 Naaman said, “If not, please let your servant at least be given two mules’ 
load of earth; for your servant will no longer offer burnt offering nor will he sacrifice to 
other gods, but to the LORD. 18 In this matter may the LORD pardon your servant: when 
my master goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leans on my hand 
and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, 
the LORD pardon your servant in this matter.” 19 He said to him, “Go in peace.” So he 
departed from him some distance.


Some background bits and pieces:

Aram was the kingdom bordering Israel on the north and west. Damascus was a leading 
city of Aram. We know this country also as Syria.


The reference to Israel is to the northern kingdom whose capital city was Samaria.


• These two kingdoms were officially at peace. Albeit an uneasy one. Border 
incursions were common, and people were taken captive


.


Naaman enjoyed his high position in large part because God had used Aram to punish 
Israel for their disobedience. The king of Aram credited Naaman with these victories and 
is seems likely that Naaman was unaware of the role played by God.


The OT used the term leprosy as a catch-all for many skin conditions. Ancient people 
did not have a cure for any of them.


Ten talents of silver came to about 340 Kilograms which at today’s prices, would be 
worth about $350,000 CAD.


• 6,000 shekels of gold – about 68 KG of gold – worth $5.5 million CAD
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In the ancient world, the belief was common that a nation’s gods were tied to the 
physical location of that nation. So – Naaman wanting to take a load of soil reflected 
that – thinking that God could only be worshiped on the soil of Israel.


Lessons:

• Be the best you can be in all circumstances. Show compassion to those who 
aren’t necessarily compassionate toward you.

◦ The little girl was captured and kidnapped, made a servant or a slave of 

Naaman’s wife.

◦ She could have said nothing, and enjoyed Naaman’s misery.

◦ But – the little girl from Israel had her master’s best interest at heart, and 

showed Godly character.

• Don’t assume the worst.


◦ When King Jehoram of Israel read the letter, he kind of freaked out.

◦ Who does the king of Aram think I am? Jehoram likely thought Aram was 

trying to pick a quarrel with Israel.

◦ He assumed an evil agenda, which wasn’t the case here.


• God’s actions don’t always jive with our expectations.

◦ Naaman expected a magic show – he himself put on an impressive show 

with his retinue.

◦ Elisha didn’t even come out of his house – had a messenger tell Naaman 

what to do.

◦ Naaman didn’t get a magic show – not even an audience with this 

prophet. What he got was instruction to take 7 baths in muddy water

• Listen to good advice, even when you’re in a bad mood.


◦ Had it not been for Naaman’s servants, he likely would have returned 
home as a leper.


◦ They pointed out that if Elisha had told Naaman to do some great deed, 
he probably would have done it. Why not at least try this washing?


• Pride gets between us and God

◦ Naaman expected immediate results and on his terms. When he didn’t get 

that, he was offended by what he was told to do – to bathe in the Jordan, 
7 times.


◦ Our pride can cause us to be offended by what God tells us – but like 
Naaman, when we humble ourselves, God can work.


◦ Imagine the scene – Naaman dipped once. No results. Twice. No change. 
Three times. Four times. Is something supposed to happen? Five times. 
Six times. Is this really worth all this humiliation? Seven times – God 
healed him!


• Elisha gave God got the credit, though he didn’t come right out and say so to 
Naaman.

◦ Elisha took nothing from Naaman for the healing – he was only a go-

between

◦ God’s miracles weren’t for sale – and the gift Naaman received was 

beyond price.
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• Helping people can change their lives.

◦ Naaman wasn’t just physically healed. He also came to know that there is 

only one true God

◦ He committed to worship only the God of Israel – asking God’s 

forgiveness that he still had to go into a pagan temple with his boss.

• When we don’t know what to do – ask God.


◦ God has lots of ways of accomplishing his will – Naaman dunked seven 
times. Jesus put mud on a blind man’s eyes to heal him. Jesus simply told 
a paralyzed man to get up and walk – and he did.


◦ A good prayer would be, “God please work this out – and let me know 
what you decide.”


◦ We may think there’s only one way to resolve a difficult situation – but God 
isn’t limited by our expectations.


• While the OT is primarily a history of God’s dealings with Israel, God didn’t 
restrict His actions to that nation.

◦ God has always looked for those who would follow Him.

◦ The Jews were supposed to have been a lamp to the nations


• No situation is hopeless or beyond God’s help

◦ But God expects us to trust Him enough to obey Him in order to receive 

the gift that he really wants to bestow.
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Ministry at Home

Written on: October 31, 2021


Article by: Dave Knutson


Jesus said “ I came not to be served but to serve and to give my life a ransom for 
Many”. The God of heaven and earth came into this world to serve his Heavenly Father 
by serving and saving a lost humanity. Service was not beneath him and should not be 
beneath us. Let me suggest instead, that service to God is the highest calling of all.


The prophet Isaiah described the messiah as a suffering servant (Isa. 53). Many times, 
the apostle Paul called himself the slave of Christ and felt that he was indebted to all 
men. In his second letter, the apostle Peter refers to himself as a bond-servant of Christ.


From Jesus on down, all of the leaders in the N.T. Church were servants. They were 
servants of God. But since God himself does not really need anything, his servants are 
told to serve other people in God’s name. Even a casual understanding of scripture 
makes it clear that all Christians are supposed to serve in Jesus’ name. And as such, 
we are all servants of the most-high God.


Let me suggest one place where such service is indispensable. It is in our families. 
Service is the glue that holds 
families together, and love really 
does begin at home.


The connection between love and 
service is a bit like love and 
obedience. Jesus said: “if you love 
me, you will keep my 
commandments”. In other words, 
there is no point in saying that we 
love Jesus if we won’t keep his 
word. In the same way, it is 
impossible to say that we love 
others unless we are willing to 
serve them.. God so loved the world 
– that he gave his one and only 
son. Therefore, love and Service 
are two sides of the same coin.


John was reflecting the teachings of 
Jesus when he said:


“Beloved, let us love one another, 
for love is from God, and everyone 
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who loves is born of God and knows God” (1st Jo.4:7)


As important as it is for Christians to love one another, love begins at home. What I 
mean is that we ought to be just as kind and understanding at home as we are with 
people in the church. We should be just as quick to see the good in our family members 
and to encourage it at home as we are in the Lord’s church. And we ought to be just 
as slow to find fault at home as we are outside of it.


Love really does begin at home. It starts with us, with a husband who loves his wife as 
Christ loved the church and gave himself for it. Love is serving your wife and your 
children by putting them ahead of yourself – in your heart and in your life. Love begins 
with a wife who honours her husband as the head of the home. Who supports him and 
encourages him to lead. In other words, love that begins at home begins by honouring 
the home as it was created by God. It sees the home as a divine institution and not just 
a social convention. You and I did not think it up. And we will not find ways to improve 
on it. Dad-Mom-and the kids – is a profound reality. It is a gift from God to us. It mirrors 
the divine family of God that is eternal. And it comes with instructions hat say: do not 
tamper.

For those who do not believe in God, faith rests on several assumptions: One of these 
is “that matter can neither be created nor destroyed”. in other words, matter is eternal 
and is the basic building block of the universe.


Christians see the world in a different way. This world has been created by God and He 
will one day destroy it. Families are a part of God’s creation and as such they can also 
be


destroyed. But God’s plan is for all families to become indestructible. His plan is that 
they should become Christian families and be sustained by His power. And as such, 
Christian families are intended to make up that part of this creation that will last forever. 
So when we say that love starts at home, we mean that it starts in a very important 
place.


Of course, in order for families to be truly Christian, their members must have entered 
the Kingdom of God. We become related to each other by the blood of Jesus Christ and 
enter into God’s Family. But service is the glue that holds the family together. If it is true 
that talk is cheap…then talk of love can also be cheap. But service puts arms and legs 
on our love.


What then does Christian service look like at home?


To begin with, service means being there. I mean, you and me, at home, with your wife, 
your husband, your children…present in the flesh. Until Jesus came to earth in the 
flesh…he was not here in the flesh. And apparently, nothing short of that would do to 
accomplish God’s work here on earth.
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In the same way, being where I am supposed to be and doing what I am supposed to do 
counts for something with God. This is especially so when it comes to being a husband 
and a father or a wife and a mother. Just ask your kids…it really counts for something 
with them So, love is being there. Now of course, it is more than just being a warm 
body, but if you’re not there then you are just not there.


Okay – so I am there….what else is it? Well, as a Christian, it is potentially everything 
that you do to serve.

It is kissing your kids goodbye as you leave to put bread on the table.


• Holding down a job is a credit to God.

• It is security for your family.

• It is honourable in the sight of all and contributes to society.

• It means that you can bless others by sharing and giving.


As important as it is to go off to work, it is also important to come home again. To spend 
time with the family at the end of the day. Work notwithstanding, love is still – being 
there.


Sometimes service, is sewing and cleaning, cooking and doing dishes. It is washing 
skinned knees and drying tears. It is listening without interrupting and softening your 
heart. It may be a trip to the little league game or time together at the fishing-hole. 
Service shows up in hundreds of the ordinary everyday things that may seem to be 
mundane.


Service is also being a leader. It is teaching your children the difference between right 
and wrong and explaining why there is such a thing in the first place. It is praying 
together at the end of the day and teaching your children how to pray. It is bringing God 
into your children’s lives so that they believe in God and not just in you. To do that, my 
kids need to know scripture better than they know their video games or the latest lyrics 
on the radio. For that to happen, I need to spend time with them in God’s word – in 
ways that are not artificial. Do it in a way that comes from the heart…and God will bless 
you for it.


There are few things as sad as the child who walks out the door of a ‘Christian’ home to 
make their own way – without faith in God. But how encouraging, how full of hope and 
expectation, how confident of the future, if they walk through that door with Christ as 
their saviour and Lord of their lives.


Love begins at home and in the form of service that brings honour to God by instilling 
faith in Him.


Barrie ON
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