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The New Testament confirms the 
view that all of life must be lived 
with the intention of honouring the 
Lord. Colossians 3:17 tells us, “And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, 
do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him.” A little 
later the apostle adds, “Whatever 
you do, work heartily, as for the 
Lord and not for men, 24 knowing 
that from the Lord you will receive 
the inheritance as your reward. You 
are serving the Lord Christ” (Col 
3:23-24). Again, we are being told 
that everything we do is to be done 
in a way that honours God.


All was good


Not only does Genesis one make 
our complete dependence on God 
clear, but it also indicates and 
emphasises that everything he 
created was good. He created with 
purpose. He also created according 
to a plan.


•According to a plan

God could have spoken it all into 
being in a millisecond if he had 
chosen to do so. But the description 

given here is indicating something about how God works and how he wants us to work. The 
Lord spends three days preparing the habitats, and then three days creating the creatures for 
each habitat in order.


Certain aspects of the created order were delegated to be governed. The days and seasons 
are to be “ruled” by the Sun and Moon (15). The earth itself is to be governed by humanity (28).


What implication does this have for us?


We, if we are to be the image of God, ought to function according to plan. When those who 
claim to believe in the God of the Bible live chaotic, confused lives, they deny by their actions 
what they claim with their mouths. We are not all going to be equally organised; but Christians 
ought to be more orderly than non-Christians. Sadly, that is not always the case.


• God’s creation was good

That God’s creation was good is stated repeatedly (10, 12, 18, 25, 31). It is one of two items 
clearly emphasised in the chapter. This is not an aesthetic judgement. It is a statement of 
fitness for its purpose, of proper functionality. Creation originally functioned properly with each 
part fulfilling its purpose perfectly. Yet, this is not what we experience in life. This perfection 
was not what the first readers of Genesis would have experienced. They also lived in a broken 
world, a world where nature was sometimes extremely threatening.
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The biblical account of creation is, I think, unique in picturing the world as having an original 
perfection which is then lost. The implication of this teaching is a matter that the Bible will be 
unfolding from Genesis three all the way to Revelation 22. This is a major theme of the Bible. 
Our failure to give it adequate consideration has led to confusion and often to a loss of faith.


When we experience a beautiful day, people credit it to “mother nature.” But if a storm 
destroys homes the same people call that “an act of God.” Thus, the good in our world is 
credited to a pagan concept (“mother nature”) while the bad is blamed on God.


The biblical account would lead us to credit God with the good. The source of the evil in our 
world, the cause of the flaws in nature, is not mentioned here in chapter one. That will come 
later.


• Humanity set apart

According to verses 26-29, God set humanity apart from the rest of creation. All of creation is 
good, but only humans (male and female) are the image of God.


Many aspects of the image of God have been debated. A couple of things seem clear.


First, we note that God is creative and that humans are also creative. Animals live primarily by 
instinct. Even the most intelligent of animals are very limited in their ability to work out 
problems and construct tools for overcoming obstacles. But humans are amazingly creative. 
From childhood we create. Sadly, even in our evil we are creative.


Second, we note that humans are the only earthly creatures given responsibilities according to 
this passage. We are to care for the earth as well as use it. Neglect of this responsibility is one 
of the great failings of humans. Instead of seeing ourselves as stewards of God’s creation, we 
have called ourselves “consumers.” And, we have seemingly set out to consume what God has 
created, instead of caring for it, as this passage indicates we should.


The blessing of rest


Certainly, we are not under the Mosaic Law. Galatians, Romans, and Hebrews all make that 
clear. But we are not really looking at the Mosaic Law in Genesis 2:1-3. We are looking at the 
creation account. What is described here took place long before Moses. What we learn here 
about God, and the image of God, is still valid — not in a legalistic sense, but in a very practical 
way.


It is interesting to see how different people view the idea of a day of rest. In most parts of the 
Western world, it was once illegal for businesses to be open seven days per week. But that 
came to be viewed as a restriction on our freedoms, a needless and annoying restriction, a 
case of religious people interfering in the lives of the irreligious.


Interestingly, when Canada did away with its enforced day of rest it was viewed in the opposite 
way by at least one editorial writer. An editorial in the London, Ontario, newspaper stated that 
the law forbidding businesses from opening on Sunday was clearly an issue that involved the 
separation of church and state. According to the writer, the worship of money had become the 
national religion; and people were tired of the government interfering in their desire to practice 
their materialistic religion seven days per week.


It is true that we are not under a restrictive Sabbath law, but we should stop to consider the 
blessing of rest. Times of rest are beneficial to us.
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• A day of rest points to God

By taking appropriate rest we point others to God. He did not need time to recover from his 
exertions, but he chose to take time to rejoice in what he had made. We too need to pause to 
rejoice, to savour, to enjoy. We need a sense of accomplishment. We need to rejoice in what 
God has made, to remind ourselves of whose we are.


• A day of rest blesses others

By appropriate rest we not only honour God, we also bless others. According to the Ten 
Commandments as given in Deuteronomy consideration for others was a main reason for the 
Sabbath command (Dt 5:14). Those who work too much are hard on everyone around them, 
not just on themselves. They tend to overwork their employees, their family, and even their 
animals.


Of course, Sabbatarians can be hard on everyone around them too. They work too hard at not 
working. Such was the case with the Pharisees as is recorded in Luke 6:1-2. No normal person 
would describe plucking a head of grain and putting the grain in your mouth as “work.” But 
Pharisees were not normal people. They were more interested in the letter of the law than its 
intent. God intended the Sabbath law as a blessing to humans, but the Pharisees had turned 
the blessing into a burden.


• A day of rest points to heaven

By taking appropriate rest we point ourselves and others to heaven. Hebrews 4:9-10 tells 
us, “So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for whoever has entered 
God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.” This passage is encouraging 
us to look forward to eternity as a time of continued Sabbath rest. But how can we do that if 
we have never allowed ourselves times of rest, reflection, and worship here on earth? How, if 
we feel that we must always be busy, are we resting in God?


Many people today need to be warned that “If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat” (2 
Thess 3:10). Yes, many need that warning. But some have gone to the other extreme. Some 
are constantly working, and constantly demanding that others work. God rested; so should we. 
God rested; so should his image.


Work hard; but take time to rest and to rejoice in what you have done. Even more, take time to 
rest, reflect and rejoice in what God has done for you.


Matsapha, Eswatini


(To be continued…)
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Ella Leota Jones (nee Etherington)

Written on: October 12, 2021


Article by: Gail Baddeley


Ella was born in Hamilton, Ontario on November 12, 1915 and 
died in Toronto on January 5, 2021 in her 106th year. She will 
be greatly missed by her son, Don, her four grandchildren 
(Steven Bout, David Bout, Michelle Frazer and Jennifer 
Colangelo) and her eight great-grandchildren ( Owen, Cabot, 
Francis, MacKenzie, Cate, Harrison, Giuliana and Luca). She 
will also be sorely missed by her church family at Bayview 
Avenue Church of Christ, where Ella was a member for 
seventy-seven years.


Ella was predeceased by her husband, Jim, who died on June 
4, 1988, by her parents, John and Leora Etherington, and by 
her brother, Reginald Norman Etherington, who died while 
serving his country, when the Liberator bomber he was in 
exploded over the Bay of Bengal on December 5, 1944.


Ella and Jim met in 1936 when they both worked at Bell in 
Hamilton. Six years later they married on December 28, 1942. 
Ella chose to marry into what was obviously a devoted and 

extended Christian family, which put a very high value on Christian education. That spoke volumes about 
her character and her personal faith. Jim was the son of S.M. Jones, who attended the Nashville Bible 
School for five years and who subsequently came to Canada in 1897. He was a gospel preacher, starting a 
Bible School in the Meaford area and also the Beamsville Bible School in 1902, where he served as 
President and teacher until 1916. Jim’s brother, Albert, was one of the founders of Great Lakes Christian 
College, being part of the Five Member Corporation in 1952 that created the school as a legal entity. He 
was a member of the initial Board of Directors from 1952 until his death in 1964 and also served as an 
elder at Fennell Avenue Church of Christ in Hamilton. Jim and Albert’s sister, Rosaline,was the 
Recording Secretary for the Board of Directors of Great Lakes for the first twenty-five years.


After their marriage in 1942 and Jim’s transfer by Bell, Ella and Jim frequently travelled from Toronto to 
visit Ella’s widowed mother in Hamilton, attending church with her at Fennell Avenue Church of Christ. 
Soon after Bayview opened on June 20, 1943, Jim and Ella worshiped there. They were very involved in 
the life of the church, with Jim serving as a deacon and as treasurer and trustee for many years until his 
death. Ella exemplified the characteristics of a deacon’s wife, cited in 1 Timothy 3:11. She was “ worthy 
of respect, temperate and trustworthy in everything “. She was also so much more. As a deacon’s wife, 
she was hospitable, gracious and a Christian woman, who treated everyone with respect. She was also 
quiet and humble.


Many of Ella’s brothers and sisters in Christ at Bayview highlight what a perfect example of faithfulness 
and steadfastness she was. We recall her unobtrusive distribution of slips of paper to the men, reminding 
them of their assignments for worship service the next Sunday. This was a task Ella dutifully assumed 
over many years. Even in her later years she never wanted to miss Bible class and worship service and 
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appreciated help with transportation when she was not able to walk to public transit, which she had relied 
on for so many years. ( She did admit to one sister that she regretted not having her driver’s licence! )


Ella was a very kind and gentle soul, who loved and cared deeply for her brothers and sisters in Christ. 
She looked at each of us with tenderness, always ready with a smile, so she was very approachable. 
Significant was her genuine interest in each person, recalling details of our lives and eager to hear more 
about us. Very early in any conversation with Ella, she was known to say, “Enough about me. Tell me 
about you.” Even in her final years when she was unable to attend church services, she wanted to know 
who had preached the sermon, who was present on Sunday at the building and then at Zoom services 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Ella was also a source of motherly advice, comfort and encouragement 
to many. We recall with fondness Ella and Margaret Whitelaw, fussing over Mark Trusler like mother 
hens, when he was able to attend church services before his death.


In the early years Ella worked at Eaton’s, College Street, and at the Don Mills Public Library from 1962 
to 1974. She kept up with the times, was well informed ( even about football ) and enjoyed movies. She 
also loved to go out to lunch after service at the Swiss Chalet and to dinner on other occasions with her 
son, Don, and other members of the family.


As an independent person,Ella lived in her own home in Don Mills until she was 101, cooking nutritious 
meals for herself. Eventually she moved to a retirement home with some care available for her final years. 
She demonstrated her discerning fashion sense and veto power when she needed to rely on others to 
choose the clothes she would wear to dinner!


Distinguishing herself to us all with her remarkable memory, Ella awed us with her amazing ability to 
recall people, details and events and to recognize voices over the phone up until her final days.


To conclude, as Ella would have said, “Enough about me.” But as a few of us have said, “When we grow 
up, we want to be just like Ella!” She will always be remembered for her faithfulness to the Lord, for her 
kindness, and for her love. Ella has a very special place in the hearts of her brothers and sisters at 
Bayview.


Submitted to the Gospel Herald by Gail Baddeley, October 12, 2021, with thanks to Don Jones, Mary and 
Brian Boden and many of the brethren at Bayview Avenue Church of Christ
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Haiti 
Mission 
Update

Written on: October 1, 2021


Article by: Jean Volcy


 Greetings everyone,


Let me start by saying that HAITI THANKS YOU!


Haiti, as you already know, has had its share of trouble through the years, and the most recent 
earthquake of August 14 has made things even worse. But we thank God for friends like you who 
have helped make the burden a little lighter to carry. 

Right after the earthquake hit Haiti’s southern peninsula (mostly the 
departments of South, Nippes, and Grand Anse) several of you 
reached out enquiring whether Strathmore as usual was going to send 
some relief to the victims. And when I replied on August 18th to 
confirm that Strathmore was in fact going to send some relief, several 
have donated. So, on behalf of these victims we want to thank you 
and to let you know how your contributions have been used to help 
these folks.


Relief Arrives

While Strathmore couldn’t be there physically this time, there is a 
congregation in Port-au-Prince that we trust that was able to go 
onsite and oversee things on our behalf. We’ve known the leadership 

1



Excerpt from https://gospelherald.org Oct, 2021 issue   

team of the Delmas 28 
Church of Christ in Port-
au-Prince for decades and 
they have helped us with 
relief activities in the past 
with no issues. So, we 
wire transferred the funds 
to the Delmas 28 
Church’s account which 
the leaders used 
accordingly.


Several from the Delmas 
28 congregation in Port-
au-Prince made several 
trips to the affected areas 
in the south to help as 

much as they could. They visited affected congregations and helped church members as well as 
other victims in the communities. They visited places such as: Rousseau, Citron, Lazile, Cayes, 
Chantales, Chambelan and Jeremie where they distributed non-perishable food like rice, 
spaghetti, beans, canned food, water, etc., and medical related items.	


The team included 2 
doctors, 4 nurses, several 
preachers and other 
workers. The medical 
team took care of many 
free of charge, consulting 
them, giving medications, 
walkers for the injured, 
etc.


Thank you again for 
caring.


In Christ, 
Jean Volcy
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