
Excerpt from https://gospelherald.org October 2023 issue 

The Cost of a Lie
Written on: September 30, 2023
Article by: Jon Jackson

It may surprise you, or maybe not at 
all, that a new Bible has been written. 

No, it’s not the one being written by 
artificial intelligence, though that is 
happening as well. It is being 
manufactured where most things are 
made these days, and that is in China. It’s a new Bible being distributed in China by the 
Communist Party government to its state authorized churches.

I’ll give you an example of one of the “minor changes” they have made. If we read John 
8, we find the account of the woman caught in adultery who is brought before Jesus by 
the Pharisees. In our genuine Bible, starting in verse 9, we read,

“At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only 
Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked 
her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”11 “No one, sir,” she said. 
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

In the new Chinese version this passage reads, “Jesus once said, He who is without sin 
among you cast the first stone. When his words came to their ears, they stopped 
moving forward. When everyone went out Jesus stoned the woman himself and said, “I 
am also a sinner.” So just a minor difference there between the forgiving sinless Jesus 
to the new murdering-sinner-Jesus.

In China, concerning Christianity, there are state approved Protestant churches 
allocated for acceptable worship in the governments eyes. And in at least one province 
of China they have instructed them to alter the ten commandments from those in the 
bible to some of Prime Minister Xi JinPing’s quotes. So for example, instead of “thou 
shalt have no other gods before me” from Exodus 20:3, the new bible reads: “Resolutely 
guard against the infiltration of Western ideology.”

Now it’s disturbing to think that people are being falsely taught these things as God 
breathed scripture in China, but it’s even more disturbing to think that in the near future 
it could spread and be taught outside of China as well. But this is what liars have done 
from the beginning…exchanging the truth for a lie to suit their own purposes.

In Genesis 3 we read about the first act of deception.

‘Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 4 “You will NOT certainly die,” the 
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serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that 
the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for 
gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 
themselves.”

Jesus told his followers that the devil is “the father of lies” in John 8:42-44 and speaking 
to the Pharisees:

“Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here 
from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to 
you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the 
devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks 
his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

On April 3, 1965 the famous radio host Paul Harvey gave a speech titled “If I Were the 
Devil”. This is what he said:

If I were the Devil . . . I mean, if I were the Prince of Darkness, I would, of course, want 
to engulf the whole earth in darkness. I would have a third of its real estate and four-
fifths of its population, but I would not be happy until I had seized the ripest apple on the 
tree, so I should set about however necessary to take over the United States. I would 
begin with a campaign of whispers. With the wisdom of a serpent, I would whisper to 
you as I whispered to Eve: “Do as you please.” “Do as you please.” To the young, I 
would whisper, “The Bible is a myth.” I would convince them that man created God 
instead of the other way around. I would confide that what is bad is good, and what is 
good is “square.” In the ears of the young marrieds, I would whisper that work is 
debasing, that cocktail parties are good for you. I would caution them not to be extreme 
in religion, in patriotism, in moral conduct. And the old, I would teach to pray. I would 
teach them to say after me: “Our Father, which art in Washington” . . . If I were the devil, 
I’d educate authors in how to make lurid literature exciting so that anything else would 
appear dull and uninteresting. I’d threaten T.V. with dirtier movies and vice versa. And 
then, if I were the devil, I’d get organized. I’d infiltrate unions and urge more loafing and 
less work, because idle hands usually work for me. I’d peddle narcotics to whom I could. 
I’d sell alcohol to ladies and gentlemen of distinction. And I’d tranquilize the rest with 
pills. If I were the devil, I would encourage schools to refine young intellects, but neglect 
to discipline emotions . . . let those run wild. I would designate an athiest to front for me 
before the highest courts in the land and I would get preachers to say “she’s right.” With 
flattery and promises of power, I could get the courts to rule what I construe as against 
God and in favor of pornography, and thus, I would evict God from the courthouse, and 
then from the school house, and then from the houses of Congress and then, in His own 
churches. I would substitute psychology for religion, and I would deify science because 
that way men would become smart enough to create super weapons but not wise 
enough to control them.
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If I were Satan, I’d make the symbol of Easter an egg, and the symbol of Christmas, a 
bottle. If I were the devil, I would take from those who have and I would give to those 
who wanted, until I had killed the incentive of the ambitious. And then, my police state 
would force everybody back to work. Then, I could separate families, putting children in 
uniform, women in coal mines, and objectors in slave camps. In other words, if I were 
Satan, I’d just keep on doing what he’s doing.”

Once again that was from 1965……..

The apologetics novel The Screwtape Letters by the famed christian author CS Lewis, 
which was first published in 1942, described a senior demon named Screwtape 
instructing a young demon named Wormwood on how to best tempt humans and 
capture souls for the devil. In one specific part of the book Screwtape calls over 
Wormwood and says he wants to tell him the 3 poisonous lies to best ensnare humans 
to eternal damnation.

1. Tell them science has disproved God and the Bible cannot be backed up by
evidence.

2. Tell them that they are a good person and they do not need Jesus Christ to get
into heaven.

3. And lastly tell them that they have lots of time, all the time in the world to make a
decision regarding faith and belief.

That’s why we are to focus on truth as God’s people, as Christians; we must be aware 
of our surroundings and the battlefield of spiritual warfare; as we read in Ephesians 
6:10-13,

“10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armour of 
God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is 
not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, 
you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.”

God has equipped us with freewill. We can accept and embrace the lies of Satan or 
shun them and draw nearer to Him, as we read in James 4:7,8,

“ Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come 
near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded.”

But we have to be able to identify the truth before we can properly discern that which is 
not true.

Paul’s prayer for the church at Philippi was:, “…that your love may abound more and 
more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is 
best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.” 
Philippians 1:9-11
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When the apostle Paul first presented the gospel of Jesus to the Jews in Berea, they 
took their time to investigate what he was saying. They came to be known for their 
honesty and love of the truth as established by scripture. So Luke wrote this about them 
in Acts 17:11: “Now the Bereans were of more noble character than those in 
Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the 
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.”

Now we all intuitively know that there is something unnatural about lies. Our hearts and 
minds have been made in the image of God and are hard-wired for truth. An article in 
Psychology Today stated, “In addition to short-term stress and discomfort, living a 
dishonest life would seem to take a toll on health. According to a 2015 review article, 
constant lying is associated with an array of negative health outcomes including high 
blood pressure, increased heart rate, vaso-constriction, and elevated 
stress hormones in the blood.

Other studies suggest that long-term effects diminish since, unfortunately for our 
spiritual health, it appears that we get more comfortable with lying the more we do it. In 
other words, we develop an unsettling tolerance to being devious.

Brain imaging experiments conducted by Tali Sharot at University College London show 
that  the brain adapts to dishonest behavior. Participants showed reduced activity in 
their limbic system as they told more lies, supporting the idea that each lie makes lying 
easier. In addition, the findings support the adage that small acts of dishonesty can 
escalate into larger ones.”

This is not a surprising discovery since that it was said by Jesus in Luke 16:10,11, 
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been 
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?”

So then we need to immerse ourselves in the truth of Gods Word constantly to remain 
vigilant again the schemes of the devil. As we read in 1 Peter 5:8, “ Be alert and of sober 
mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour.”

When we look at the world around us it can feel like everything is built upon a 
foundation of lies. From corporate greed to corrupt government, scandal is everywhere. 
There is little accountability for those who poison our land, our water and our food. Nor 
do those who deny the truth of God’s word seem any worse off.

It can all feel a lot like the words in Romans 3: 10-18,

“There is no one righteous, not even one;  there is no one who understands; there is no 
one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 
there is no one who does good, not even one.” “Their throats are open graves; their 
tongues practice deceit. “The poison of vipers is on their lips.”[d]

“Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” “Their feet are swift to shed blood;  ruin 

4

http://faculty.haas.berkeley.edu/dana_carney/physio.dishonesty.pdf
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/hormones
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5238933/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5238933/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5238933/
https://gospelherald.org/home/dave/Documents/Gospel%20Herald/Gospel%20Herald/2023/October%20Issue/d


Excerpt from https://gospelherald.org October 2023 issue 

and misery mark their ways,  and the way of peace they do not know.”  “There is no fear 
of God before their eyes.”

The thing about those words is that they are a collection of verses from the Old 
Testament when God’s people were under the Old covenant, the Law of Moses. So if 
we continue in verse 21 it tells the condition of those under the New covenant,

“But now apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been made known, to which 
the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement,[i] through the shedding of his blood
—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 
forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to 
demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who 
justifies those who have faith in Jesus.”

I still remember visiting New York City years ago with my parents. We were at the 
bottom tip of Manhattan and we went to take the Staten Island Ferry to Staten Island 
which is about five miles away. They have a large terminal there and there are two 
ferries that go back and forth constantly all day and it’s actually free, there is no cost to 
ride. So we were at the terminal and my dad was looking around for a ticket booth or a 
machine to get a ticket and I told him; ‘no it’s free there’s no ticket.’ And he couldn’t 
believe it, “What? Really? No!” And it took him a couple minutes, and speaking to a 
security guard, for him to finally believe that it was free of charge.

That is in a way, what Christ has accomplished for us; he has bridged that gap, that 
huge gulf that we could never cross by ourselves, and He has done it at no cost to us. 
He suffered to pay that great price for us.

By His word, His crucifixion, His death and His resurrection, he has carried us over and 
eliminated that gulf between us and God. As we read in Romans 8: 31-34,

“What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us?  32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will 
he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any 
charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.  34 Who then is the 
one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised 
to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.” 

And to think that it all started with just one lie – at the very beginning.

Barrie ON
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Book Review: Cynical Theories by  
Helen Pluckrose and James Lindsay
Written on: September 30, 2023
Article by: Kevin Cleary

David Berlinski comments that 
mathematicians often see themselves as 

slightly above other academic disciplines. 
There are two reasons for this. First, they have 
serious doubts about the rigor of other academic disciplines and second, they distain 
the imprecision of non-mathematical arguments (Berlinski).

What then would motivate a mathematician to seriously study sociology? It was feminist 
glaciology. You may wonder what that could be and so did James Lindsay a 
Mathematician. He was reading a paper “Glaciers, gender, and science: A feminist 
glaciology framework for global environmental change research” (Carey). He could not 
believe that an article claiming to be focused on physical science could be so devoid of 
factual measurement or argumentation. As a mathematician he had generally worked 
from the assumption that serious research involved facts, physical measurements and 
carefully cited and reasoned arguments. His disappointment and frustration led him to 
share his concerns with some collogues who would start a project now known as “The 
Grievance Studies Affair.”

In order to demonstrate their thesis that the humanities had been taken over by a 
political agenda and lacked any academic credibility, Lindsay teamed up with two other 
scholars; Helen Pluckrose and Peter Boghossian. They planned to write hoax papers 
and submit them to academic journals in the areas of gender studies, queer studies, 
and fat studies. Their effort was highly successful with seven out of twenty papers 
accepted for publication. Seven more were in review when they came forward ending 
the experiment (Mounk).

This effort involved a great deal of research into the core concepts and philosophical 
assumptions of what they called grievance studies (what today we usually call 
“wokeness”). A more technically correct label would be “Critical Studies.” You may be 
familiar with the term “Critical” because of its notoriety in relation to “Critical Race 
Theory,” which is but one of many areas of studies that can be labeled “critical.”

Since the results of the “Grievance Studies Affair” became public James Lindsay has 
found a role as a public intellectual lecturing and writing on “critical theory” and its 
various expressions. Lindsay posts much of his work on his web site “New Discourses.” 
Helen Pluckrose the other author of the paper has also gained considerable notoriety 
from her involvement in the “Grievance Studies Affair”. As expected she does not find 
herself welcomed by her previous colleagues as a humanities researcher, rather she 
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works as a political and culture writer and is the founder of Counterweight, an 
organization that seeks to work against the enforcement of wokeness in various 
institutions.

Clearly, both authors come to their effort from a strong background of academic 
research and personal experience. In the book “Cynical Theories,” the authors seek to 
define and offer informed criticism of wokeness as an ideology, as well as offer a better 
alternative, which is modern liberalism. Their general thesis is that wokeness is applied 
postmodernism. Therefore it carries with it the weaknesses of postmodernism. They are 
not arguing that the world does not have any social problems, rather that liberalism 
offers a better way forward.

Before we can discuss this claim and how the authors advance it a brief definition of 
wokeness, or critical theory is in order. Critical Theory goes back to Karl Marx and his 
economic binary of the bourgeois and proletariat. Later, thinkers influenced by Marx 
liked his idea of oppressor and oppressed as a way to understand society but modified 
his theory somewhat. It was not the capitalists oppressing the workers (although that 
was still true) rather, it was western culture also known as white Christian culture 
oppressing subordinate cultures. In order to change culture, and end oppression it is 
necessary to help people see this oppression and once aware of it respond accordingly. 
Those who engage in the effort to identify oppression, make people aware of it, and 
then cause them to respond to it, label themselves “critical theorists.” They have been 
doing their work for some time in sociology departments of universities. As their field 
has expanded and developed over time it has broken down into various sub-disciplines. 
These disciplines are now specific areas of study, but they all share the oppressor 
oppressed understanding of society.

It is not at all surprising to see critical theorist finding common ground with 
postmodernism because postmodernism postulates that all metanarratives are power 
grabs. Critical theorists are deeply concerned about such power grabs and see them 
everywhere. They are also largely convinced that everything is a social construct 
perpetuated by language. Again, this sounds perfectly postmodern. There is however 
one major fly in the ointment. That fly is the social binary, which is without a doubt, a 
metanarrative and therefore to be rejected, according to postmodernism.

In order to prove their thesis that wokeness (critical theory) is postmodernism applied, 
the authors first establish two principles and four themes of postmodernism. They then 
seek to demonstrate that these principles have informed and influenced each category 
of Critical Theory.

The authors identify the two principals of postmodernism as:

1. The Postmodern Knowledge Principle: which is “radical skepticism about whether
objective knowledge or truth is obtainable and a commitment to culture
contructivisim.”

2. The Postmodern Political Principle: which is “A belief that society is formed of
systems of power and hierarchies, which decide what can be known and how.
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The authors identify four major themes of postmodernism as:

1. The blurring of boundaries; if there is no access to truth and everything is a social
construct then there can be no meaningful delineation of anything.

2. The power of language; ideas that seem to be objectively true are in fact simply
construction of language. For example, man and woman are only different
because we call them by different names.

3. Cultural relativism, what we believe to be true is informed not by reality but by
culture.

4. The loss of the individual and the universal, everything is culturally conditioned
there are no individual ideas only collective ones, further since everything is
culturally conditioned nothing is universally true.

Following the chapters introducing postmodernism Lindsay and Pluckrose examine 
each of the major disciplines of critical theory to demonstrate how the above principles 
and themes have been brought to bear in each area as follows:

Postcolonial Theory:

Western colonizers enforce their perception of truth on marginalized indigenous 
populations through language and ideological privilege. Valuing rationality, empirical 
evidence, testing and measuring as objective ways of accessing truth disregards “other 
ways of knowing.” Therefore accepted ways of knowing must be rejected in favour of 
non-western (read non-rational/ testable) methods.

Standpoint theory:

This comes heavily into play here with the suggestion that various perspectives offer 
unique insights which can’t be perceived by those outside of a given community. 
Colonial/ western voices should be diminished while indigenous voices should be 
prioritized. Here, the authors point out how postmodern rejection of objective truth and 
its insistence that any truth claim is in fact a power play from the foundation of 
Postcolonial Theory.

Queer Theory:

Despite the term queer usually being associated with sexuality, in this case it is 
considered – departure from the normal. Normal is understood as oppressive and 
problematic. Rather queer theory seeks to do away with the concept of normal such that 
all variance is equal and equally valid. In order to achieve this, Queer Theory seeks to 
“deconstruct discourses” in order to delegitimize categories that currently seem obvious 
and useful to us. This certainly includes categories like male and female but wants to 
press further toward categories like human/animal, living/mechanical, and even right/
wrong. In this case again, the authors highlight a rejection of objective truth as well as 
the use of language to enforce a particular perspective.

Critical Race Theory and Intersectionality:
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This is a deeply American theory which holds that people are inherently racist and that 
the power dynamic is the white oppressor class enforcing their cultural dominance over 
everyone else but especially black people. Further intersectionality holds that 
oppression is felt more depending on factors such as gender and sexuality. This chapter 
requires some nuance as postmodernism is rejected as yet another attempt by white 
males to enforce cultural dominance. Intersectionality however fits a postmodern view 
quite well as it seeks to accommodate various perspectives and experiences weighing 
and or valuing them in terms of oppression.

Feminisms and Gender Studies:

Feminism in its current form is considerably different than its’ past iterations. It is not 
simply seeking equality between genders. It is easy to see how Marx’s power dynamic 
could be easily taken onboard and applied to males oppressing females. However, this 
seems hard to maintain with a postmodern rejection of categories derived from accurate 
perceptions of reality. The authors rightly point out that this has led to a divide within 
feminism. Some holding to the idea that “woman” is a real category while others have 
moved toward a more postmodern perception of gender as a social construct, focusing 
on one’s standpoint rather than actual biological gender.

Disability and Fat Studies:

Disability studies began with a noble goal of making the world more accommodating to 
those with physical and mental disabilities. No one takes issue with this. However, 
disability studies go further in borrowing principles from queer theory which relies on 
postmodernism to reject the idea that anything can be said to be normal. Further it is 
considered problematic to hold the view that being able bodied and neurotypical is 
preferable in any way to being disabled in some way.

Fat studies uses similar ideas to those discussed under queer theory to reject the notion 
that anything can be said to be normal. This includes body size. It also seeks to reject 
objective truth claims about health and well-being in favour of standpoint theory in which 
each situation provides its own truth which cannot be understood and more importantly 
cannot be questioned.

Social justice is broken into two chapters;

• “Scholarship and Thought,” and
• “In Action.”

Social justice scholarship is said to have adopted postmodern claims about truth as a 
power grab. They accept this as absolute truth. The authors suggest the only absolute 
truth. This is of course a metanarrative. If this sounds contradictory that’s because it is. 
Critical scholars have taken one key element from postmodernism but don’t hold to the 
philosophy. The authors point out that this represents a practical evolution of 
postmodern thought. They do seem to miss one of the key components of Critical 
Theory; liberation.

9



Excerpt from https://gospelherald.org October 2023 issue 

Liberation is the greatest goal of critical theorists not truth. Thus they are happy to adopt 
one tenet of postmodernism because of it’s practical value to their goal, even if they 
elevate it to an explanatory role pure postmodern philosophy would not. Ideas are 
assessed by Critical Theorists based on their effectiveness not their accuracy.

For example: Social justice scholarship is deeply concerned about the identity of those 
involved in it. It is considered deeply problematic to read the work of white males, while 
minorities are to be favoured even if they are not as academically credible. This 
example works well to demonstrate both the scholarship and action components.

Finally, the authors suggest that critical theory does not offer anything helpful to society, 
rather, liberalism with its freedom and equality does. The authors describe liberalism as 
adhering to the correspondence theory of truth. As valuing objective investigation and 
freedom of opinion to express that which has been investigated. Liberalism is said to 
have “firm tenets of individual liberty, equality of opportunity, free and open inquiry, free 
speech and debate, and humanism.” The authors credit these principles as having led 
to all of the advancements, freedoms, and rights that we have come to accept as 
foundational in the modern west.

The last chapter is a strong appeal to abandon the dogmatism of wokeness in favour of 
the freedom of modern liberal democracy.

Having considered the overall content of the book, we can say that it is a good 
treatment of the subject matter. There are some areas which could be improved.

Conspicuously absent is a chapter on “Critical Pedagogy.” Given the current climate and 
the centrality of this discussion to education it seems like an obvious inclusion. I have 
also heard James Lindsay speak in an interview addressing Critical Pedagogy very 
effectively (Lindsay). There was some discussion of this in the application chapter but 
again it seems that Lindsay has enough content and that it’s of sufficient importance to 
justify its own chapter.

The authors suggest modern Liberalism as the best alternative to critical theory 
crediting it with bringing about the rights and freedoms we value in our modern age. 
Perhaps the authors’ own bias is showing here. While I laud their effort to push back 
against Critical Theory and its influence the human dignity, equality and freedom that 
authors desire is a result of Christian influence on Western civilization. Tom Holland has 
demonstrated this powerfully in his book “Dominion” which outlines the rise and 
influence of Christianity in the west and how it has created modern civilized society 
(Holland).

There is much to recommend the content and organization of cynical theories. The 
authors demonstrate a high level of understanding in regard to both postmodern thought 
and critical theory. They have clearly spent extensive time and energy getting to know 
and understand each of the sub-disciplines they have described and critiqued. Having 
the chapters correspond to sub-disciplines also serves the practical purpose of allowing 
the reader to access information quickly and easily. I would recommend that readers 
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take time to read the first two chapters defining postmodernism before jumping into a 
specific discussion.

That said, considering Critical theory primarily as an application of postmodernism 
means that the authors have in many cases not given Marx or the early Frankfurt school 
enough credit. This has caused them to miss the devotion to liberation that motivates 
and informs Critical Theory at least as much as postmodern thought.

History plays a central role in each chapter as the authors seek to lay out the 
development of key ideas. However they seem to forget that Critical Theory extends 
back further than Foucault and Derrida to Hegel and Marx. This brings their thesis into 
question as these thinkers could not have been influenced by postmodernism. The 
same could also be said of other influential critical scholars from the Frankfurt school 
and institution for social research. This is not to deny the legitimacy of their claims as 
the influence of postmodernism is evident among critical scholars. The authors could 
have noted this and then carried on to say that later Marxist’s found new breath in 
Foucault and Derrida which allowed them to present their ideas in a more convincing 
way.

In terms of organization, we have already commented on the utility of addressing 
various disciplines by chapter. Neil Shenvi has presented similar material but organized 
by key concepts rather than by disciplines. The authors could have been more well-
rounded in their approach had they delineated these concepts which are common to all 
branches of Critical theory.

Shenvi outlines them as follows:

• The Social Binary: society is to be viewed as a fight for power by a dominant
cultural group and a subordinate one. As mentioned above white Christian males
are the dominant cultural group. Other groups such as women, various races,
various sexual identities are all deemed to be part of the oppressed.
Intersectionality is the discipline which seeks to explain how these groups relate
to one another.

• Oppressive Hegemony: A set of cultural values or norms which the dominant
culture uses to keep subordinate cultures in line. (We listed some of these ideas
or norms above)

• Standpoint Theory: only those who are oppressed have access to truth. This is
why we are told only women can have an opinion on abortion, or only racialized
people can speak about racism.

• Social Justice: liberation through opposition to and removal of the oppressive
cultural group and or it’s ideas. Down with the patriarchy is one expression of
social justice. As would be down with heteronormativity (Shenvi).

Each of these concepts is identifiable in “Cynical Theories” however by not specifically 
identifying and defining each one the authors leave the reader to questions how they 
are identifying Grievance studies. It would not have taken long to point out that the 
above four concepts are as central to contemporary critical theory (wokeness) as 
postmodernism and maybe more.
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Overall “Cynical Theories” is an excellent treatment of a deeply troubling aspect of 
modern culture. It can help us to understand and oppose harmful ideas. It is organized 
in a helpful way and very well researched. If I were going to recommend one book on 
the subject this would probably be the one. However, it could have been more complete 
by thoroughly outlining the history of critical theory and adding a stand along definition 
before discussing the contribution of postmodernism. The authors have demonstrated 
considerable influence from postmodern thought on current critical theory but may 
overstate their case. To gain a more balanced view I would strongly recommend readers 
familiarize themselves with the work of Neil Shenvi (Shenvi) before reading Cynical 
Theories. With that qualification I can recommend the book.

Barrie ON
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Wonder
Written on: September 30, 2023
Article by: Thayer Salisbury

Author’s note: In most of the matters
mentioned below, my view would be 
among the most conservative or 
traditional of anyone in the church today. 
The plea here is not for a given point of 
view on the examples used, but for an 
attitude of charity and good-will toward 
those with whom we may not agree.

My home congregation was not very diverse ethnically or socio-economically. We were 
nearly all lower middle-class. We were nearly all white. But we did have our differences. 
Many of these were minor, some were not.

For example, one brother believed that it was wrong to serve in the military. Several 
others had served and were proud of the service they had rendered. The preacher had 
served in the Navy. Another had helped build airfields in England and France. Another 
brother had been an ambulance driver in Korea. While none of them had ever been 
involved in combat, they could have been. The ambulance driver stated that he carried 
a weapon and, if his ambulance had come under attack, he would have felt obligated to 
defend the wounded in his care.

That is a rather serious disagreement. One considered military service little short of 
murder. Others considered failure to serve as the neglect of a duty to protect the 
innocent. Yet these brothers could work and worhip together. Each recognised the 
sincerity of the other; and they worked together to God’s glory.

What has happened? Why are some Christians so quick to break fellowship and even to 
attack anyone who disagrees with them? Some brothers will even attack those who 
agree with them – if they do not agree absolutely, completely, 100% (including agreeing 
to attack those who disagree). Some feel justified in laying traps for those with whom 
they think they might disagree. More than once I have heard trick questions used to try 
to put someone in the wrong. Why do Christians treat their brothers and sisters this 
way?

A habit of suspicion
A part of the reason may be that we have developed a habit of thinking the worst of 
others. In most parts of the world, the idea that people are to be treated as innocent 
until proven guilty has been abandoned. Such a rule may still be on the statute books, 
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but it is ignored by the media, and by people in general. It is even ignored by 
government officials when dealing with their enemies (being trotted out only when 
dealing with their friends). One fears that this ‘guilty until proven innocent’ attitude has 
also invaded the church.

Whereas we used to accept that a person might be sincerely mistaken regarding 
military service, or other complex matters, the assumption today seems to be that 
everyone who disagrees about anything is dishonest.

The interpretation of Genesis one, a passage which Christians have puzzled over since 
the 2nd century, is now regarded as crystal clear and a matter over which to break 
fellowship.1 Why are sincere brothers accused of being Darwinists? Questions regarding 
the interpretation of this passage were discussed 1000 years before Darwin was born. 
Is the current dogmatism not, partly at least, because we chose to think the worst of 
others instead of accepting that they may be sincere in their understanding or in their 
uncertainty?

Lack of proportion
Another part of the problem may be a lack of proportion. Like those who tithed their 
spices (Mt 23:23-24) we sometimes make a fuss over matters of little importance while 
neglecting more serious matters.

Some years ago, I was asked to sit in a meeting where a brother was being interviewed 
for a job. I was not involved in the final decision, but I was going to be asked to give an 
opinion that might (or might not) help the elders of the congregation decide who to hire. 
One of the candidates for the job seemed to have (or think he had) everything figured 
out. His over-certainty on several debateable points raised concern.

Toward the end of the meeting a list of names was read. He was asked to say only one 
thing about each name on the list. “Is your overall view of this person favourable or 
unfavourable?” Several people on the list were people with whom he had expressed 
disagreement. Each of them he said he viewed unfavourably – although he knew 
nothing negative about their character.

One name on the list was of a man guilty of multiple counts of a class B felony for which 
the penalty was 10 to 20 years in prison. This candidate was aware of the felonies. Yet 
he viewed this person favourably because they agreed on a few traditional issues of 
interpretation. Does this not indicate some confused priorities? Does the expression 
“straining on gnats and swallowing camels” come to mind?

Must we always separate?
Most of us do not believe that Jesus is going to set up a throne in Jerusalem and reign 
on earth for 1000 years. We do not understand the scriptures to teach that he will do 
any such thing. But, if he does, we are not going to tell the Lord that he is making a 
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mistake. Our premillennial brothers, if they wake up in heaven and there has been no 
earthly reign, are not going to ask for a transfer.

Many of us understand the six days of creation to be 24-hours days, even though the 
sun and moon are not said to exist until the fourth “day.” Others are not so sure of this.

Many of us assume that these six days began immediately after the creation of the 
heavens and the earth. Others wonder if the Lord might have created the raw material 
of the universe at one point (1:1) and come back to shape it later (1:3).

Some of us think that the genealogies in scripture are full, complete, and designed to 
allow us to estimate the age of the earth with considerable certainty. Others see a 
different purpose at work in those genealogies and wonder if they should be used to 
estimate the date of creation.

Many of us think there is nothing wrong having kitchens and eating in the church 
building. Others think this an insult to God and a waste of the Lord’s money. Many of us 
see nothing wrong with swimming. Others consider it immoral. Many of us watch 
television. A few of us consider it a massive waste of time and see it as tending toward 
all kinds of evil (and do not even own one). Many of us think nothing of going out to eat 
on Sunday. A few of us try to avoid any commercial transaction on Sunday.

I wonder, do we need to break fellowship over these matters? I wonder, do we need to 
think the worst of those with whom we disagree? I wonder, are we following the one 
who would not break a bruised reed or quench a faintly burning wick? Or are we 
rejoicing in putting others in the wrong?

1 In The City of God, Augustine (AD 354-430) asks regarding the days of Genesis one, 
“What kind of days these were it is extremely difficult, or perhaps impossible for us to 
conceive, and how much more to say!” (11:6) Origen (AD 185-253) said that he “found 
fault” with those who took the days of Genesis one “in their apparent signification.” He 
pointed to Genesis 2:4 as indicating that 24 hours could not be the intended meaning of 
the term “day” in Genesis one (Against Celsus, 6:60). Clement of Alexandria (AD 150 – 
215) concluded (on the basis of Genesis 2:4) that the creation was an “indefinite and
dateless production” (Miscellanies, 6:16). Certainly, most of the early Christians
assumed a recent creation. Even these three men seem to do so at times. But they
puzzled over the matter on occasion.
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Consider It Pure Joy
Written on: September 30, 2023
Article by: Randy Morritt

About six or seven years ago I broke a hip. 
Part of the treatment I received involved 

physiotherapy. At least once during those 
treatments the therapist said to me: “No pain, 
no gain.” While she was trying to make light of 
the discomfort I was experiencing, there was 
truth in what she said. Had I not gone through 
some of the exercises and manipulations, my 
healing might not have been as quick or as 
complete. James gives similar encouragement 
to his readers when he writes: “Consider it pure 
joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds.” (Jas. 1:1)

James is not encouraging us to be masochists, 
but he does want us to realize that there are certain benefits to be gained through 
enduring trials that cannot be gained as effectively – any other way. The point is not to 
pretend to be happy when we face pain and/or difficulty but to have a positive outlook 
because of what trials can produce in our lives. (Life Application Study Bible)

There are several things we need to be aware of in regard to trials.

First, we need to realize that trials are to be expected and are a common experience. 
James said: “ . . . whenever you face trials . . . ,“ not “ . . . if you face trials . . . ” He 
assumes we will have trials and that it is possible to profit from them. (LASB) Jesus told 
his followers: “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.” (Jn. 16:33) Furthermore, Paul admonished Timothy that all who were living 
Godly lives should expect persecution. (2 Tim. 3:12; cf. Matt. 5:10-12; Acts 14:21, 22)

Secondly, we will face many different kinds of hardships. Problems may be physical, 
emotional, mental, social, or spiritual in nature, to name a few. Some of the specific 
things that may test our faith are acute or debilitating pain, chronic disease, mental 
illness, failed marriages, lost friendships, war, terrorism, political unrest, violent crime, 
poverty, hunger, fear, anxiety, disappointment, frustration, loss of hope, unemployment, 
death of a loved one, and other trials. These and other such things have caused many 
to question the existence of a just, loving God.

Detractors may claim, that if God does exist, either He is powerless to prevent such 
things or He simply doesn’t care. Yet, while God doesn’t will all such things, He does 
permit them, and, at times He may use them to discipline and/or to punish. God gives 
us freedom of choice and we must be prepared to accept the consequences of choices, 
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even if we did not personally make them. And when it comes to temptation, God has 
promised that: “No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. 
And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when 
you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.” (1 Cor. 
10:13)

As He did when Satan was permitted to test Job, (cf. Job 1:9-12; 2:3-6) God, who 
knows us better than we do, will limit amount and nature of what confronts us. We also 
need to remember that “ . . . in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, 
who have been called according to his purpose.” (Rom. 8:28) We need to turn our 
hardship and difficulties into times of learning. Facing and overcoming trials can help in 
developing perseverance which is also called patience and steadfastness. (cf. Rom. 
2:7; 5:3-5; 8:24, 25; 2 Cor. 6:3-7; 2 Pet. 1:2-9). And last but not least, our trials turn our 
minds toward heaven (2 Cor. 4:16-18; cf. Rom. 8:18-21). “Blessed is the one who 
perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown 
of life that the Lord has promised to those that love Him. (Jas. 1:12)
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Reading and 
Listening
Written on: September 30, 2023
Article by: Thayer Salisbury

The late Mortimer Adler was a fascinating 
man, a highly successful professor, editor, 

and author. He taught history and philosophy 
at the University of Chicago. He edited 
the Encyclopaedia Britanica and the “Great 
Books of the Western World” series. As an 
author, his most famous works were How to Read a Book (1940), and How to Think About 
God: a Guide for a Twentieth Century Pagan (1980). In 1983, Adler published a sequel 
to How to Read a Book. Titled How to Speak, How to Listen, the sequel was intended to do 
for oral communication what the earlier work had done for reading.

Adler makes the point that good listening is difficult, yet we spend little effort teaching it or 
trying to master it. He points out that we read and listen well occasionally, but that we often 
fail to do our best as readers and as listeners. Two illustrations of this point stood out to me.

First, Adler points out that a lover reading a letter from his beloved reads very carefully, as 
well as repeatedly. Later, he points out that, if we know that our lives depend on our 
listening, we are capable of listening well. He asks the readers to imagine that they are 
passengers on an airplane travelling over water.

“The pilot comes on the intercom and says; ‘This is your captain speaking from the cockpit. 
We are compelled to make an emergency landing twelve minutes from now. I will describe 
the procedure and prepare you for it. Please listen carefully. When I am finished, the cabin 
attendants will walk down the aisle. There will be plenty of time left for you to ask questions. 
Do not panic. If you understand and follow instruction, there need be no injuries or loss of 
life.'”

Adler then concludes, “Would you not listen with rapt attention and try to understand 
perfectly; or, failing that, would you not try to ask clear questions and listen to the answers 
given?”

As I read these two paragraphs, it occurred to me that Adler has, inadvertently perhaps, 
identified why so many people do not read the Bible and do not really listen to sermons. Do 
you see it?

The lover reads carefully. The person who believes that his life depends on listening well 
listens carefully. It is the person who does not love the author who does not read well. It is 
the person who does not really believe that his life depends on it who ignores instructions.

Those who love the Lord will study his word as a lover reads a love letter. Those who 
believe that their eternal destiny depends on God’s instructions will listen carefully and ask 
questions regarding any critical point that remains unclear.
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Numbers: 
Organisation and 
Leadership – Part 2
Written on: September 30, 2023
Article by: Thayer Salisbur

Old Friends

Founders’ Day was always a big occasion at the 
Western Region Christian High School. Mathias 
was happy that he would be able to attend this 
year. He enjoyed seeing the old school, but most of all he enjoyed seeing his old 
friends. It had been twenty-five years since Mathias graduated. Many of his friends 
would be there. Mathias would listen to all the speeches. Then he would look for his 
closest friends, Dennis and Paul. They would eat supper together like in their student 
days. In one way it would not be like in their student days. Instead of cooking for 
themselves in the hostel they would go to a nice restaurant.

Getting Together

The weather was very hot. It had not rained but the air was humid. It was uncomfortable 
in the chapel where the Founders’ Day program was held. Mathias and Paul tried to be 
patient as they listened to the many long speeches, but it was difficult. They were 
impatient to look for Dennis, and the heat made it difficult as well. Attendance was good, 
but some people left the chapel before the program was over.

It was easier to find Dennis than they expected. He was waiting right outside. Dennis 
had not changed much through the years. He was short, which would have made him 
hard to find in a crowd, but he always wore bright colours. Sometimes he wore several 
bright colours all at once. Some people said he should have been called Joseph, 
because of the coat of many colours.

Paul had a car, so the three friends rode together in Paul’s car to the restaurant. On the 
way they talked of their jobs and their families. All three had been blessed with good 
wives. Paul was the only one who had a really good job, but they all had jobs. They 
were thankful. Paul was chief clerk in a bank. Dennis was a teacher. Mathias worked in 
a factory. He was called foreman, but the pay was not much better than that of the other 
workers.

A Surprise at the Restaurant

During the meal the conversation turned to the church.

Paul was attending a church in the city. Several of the members had good jobs. It was 
known as a healthy church, but somehow Paul did not seem pleased with the church. 

19



Excerpt from https://gospelherald.org October 2023 issue 

“Brother Kumalo works hard,” he said, “but somehow we are not growing anymore. We 
grew from just a few members to over 100 in the first two years. We thought that the 
growth would continue, but it has stopped. We have been at about the same size for 
four years now. Brother Kumalo wins a few converts. But others leave and the church 
remains the same size. Last year I suggested that the church needs elders to feed the 
flock while Brother Kumalo concentrates on winning new members. Brother Kumalo 
agreed, but I could tell that he did not really like the idea. He preached some sermons 
from First Timothy and Titus on the qualifications of elders. The qualifications seemed 
so high that we were all discouraged from agreeing to be an elder. It seems as if Brother 
Kumalo wants to be the only leader in the church. He wants to be at every function, 
even at the ladies’ meetings. He runs the church meetings almost like a dictator. I wish 
that we had elders in the church and that they could make him behave more like part of 
the church, instead of like a lord over the church.”

“Don’t think that elders will solve your problems,” Dennis said. “We have elders in our 
church and we are not growing either. In fact, we are getting smaller. We thought that 
appointing elders would be good. We found out that having a group of old men sit in 
front during worship does not make a church grow. We are thinking of taking a vote on 
what needs to be done in the church. This tradition of letting the elders lead is not 
working. We need free and fair elections in the church.”

Both Paul and Dennis looked at Mathias. He had been the most active in the church 
when they were students. They were waiting to see what he would say. “I can tell you 
that elections may not help either,” Mathias began.

“We have been trying to run our congregation that way for a long time. It does not work. 
The trouble with democracy in the church is that new members want to vote just like 
everyone else. They do not know how things have been done, or why they are done. 
The new members quickly anger the old ones. Sometimes the old ones and the new 
ones both leave. But I certainly do not want the church run like the government. Look 
around you. Are the countries with democracy any better off than those without it? The 
politicians promise all kinds of things before the elections. The ignorant people vote for 
them. Does anything change? I have seen the same kind of thing in the church. Those 
who know nothing of the church end up in charge, if they happen to outnumber those 
who have Bible knowledge. Democracy does not work in the church. No, the church 
should be run by those who are mature in the Lord.”

“But that will be just what we are facing,” Paul objected. “Brother Kumalo runs 
everything because he has the most Bible knowledge. Our church is not growing.”

“That is better than dying like our church,” Dennis said.

“That is better than being split into groups that fight each other, like in our church,” 
Mathias added.

“But does it honour Christ?” asked Paul. “People are starting to call us, ‘Brother 
Kumalo’s church.’ He runs everything.”
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The discussion went on with each of the three friends expressing the same ideas again 
and again. They talked for over an hour. Suddenly all three friends were surprised by a 
voice from the next table. “You men seem to have a problem,” an old man said. “Would 
you mind hearing what an old man has to say?”

Mathias had not realised that they were being overheard by others in the restaurant. He 
was a little annoyed with the old man for listening to their conversation. Dennis rolled his 
eyes to indicate that he did not expect any helpful advice from this man, but he did not 
say anything. Paul looked thoughtfully at the old man and said, “What do you think of 
our situations?”

The old man shifted his chair so that he was facing the three friends. He appeared to be 
blind. He was very old. Dennis moved his chair to make more room. Paul continued to 
look very thoughtfully at the old man. Mathias began to wonder if he might be someone 
they had met once before. He did look slightly familiar.

“Well, maybe I should introduce myself,” the old man said. “None of you seem to know 
me, although you once knew me. I am Brother Matla, your grade ten Bible teacher. Yes, 
it has been twenty-seven years since you were in my class, but I remember you. It 
seems to me that you used to argue like this back then.”

They were all a little ashamed that they had not recognised their old teacher. The truth 
was that they all thought that he must be dead by now and had not even thought about 
him. He had been a good teacher, but was old even when they were his students. There 
were greetings all around. Mathias, Paul and Dennis each tried to apologise for not 
knowing him, but Brother Matla waved for them to be quiet.

“At my age,” he laughed, “I need to say what I have to say quickly. You may not have 
many more days on this earth, but I may be in my last minute. You did not listen to me 
very well when you were students, but maybe you are more willing to listen now.

“Your problem is twofold.

“First, you have forgotten to consider all the possible options. Each of you has an idea 
of what will work for the church. Each of you is eager to convince the others of his idea. 
You need to spend some time asking if the three ideas you have are all the possible 
options. One of you thinks that appointing elders is the great need, another wants 
democracy, and the third wants the church run by the ones with the most Bible 
knowledge. Take the time to ask, ‘Are these all the possible solutions?’ Before you 
proceed to discuss them.

“The second thing that is wrong here is your failure to let the whole Bible speak to the 
situation. One of you mentioned that your preacher taught lessons from First Timothy 
and Titus on the elders. Those lessons did not help your congregation much. Yet you 
are making the same mistake that the preacher made. You are failing to consider the 
whole council of God. Timothy and Titus contain the most direct teaching on the subject, 
but the Bible has many other passages that apply. You ought to consider all of these. 
Peter, Acts, Numbers and Samuel all teach lessons about leadership.
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“Some of you were unhappy, if I remember right, to be studying the Old Testament in 
grade ten. You thought that Christians should only study the New Testament. That is 
part of the problem in your congregations. People need to know more about leading 
than just the qualifications for becoming an elder. They need to learn the lessons of 
leadership that could be found in the lives of Saul and David. Sometimes these are 
good lessons. At other times we are supposed to learn from their mistakes. But I 
suspect that you have not been learning either kind of lesson in your churches.

“Numbers is also a great book on leadership. How many lessons have been given from 
Numbers in the churches you attend? Have you ever thought about suggesting that the 
church study the leadership lessons in Numbers?

“A study of Numbers might help this Brother Kumalo realise that a good leader shares 
the leadership with others. Moses shared the leadership (Numbers 11). Surely Brother 
Kumalo would not claim to be a greater leader than Moses.

“A study of Numbers might also help those who want democracy to see the error of their 
way. Good leaders listen to everyone, but we cannot let everyone lead. Some who 
insisted that they should lead when they had not been called to such a task were killed 
(Numbers 16).

“Elders who think that they are just to sit around, need to learn to plan. This is a new 
idea to them. Where will they learn it? A study of Numbers could show people the need 
to plan the work of the church.

“There are other parts of the Bible that also need to be considered. There are good 
leadership lessons in Acts. There are lots of lessons about how not to lead in Judges. 
But I would suggest that you start with Numbers. Get your congregations to study that 
book. It might surprise you what a response you will have.”

The Journey Home

Mathias gave a lot of thought to Brother Matla’s suggestions as he travelled home. It 
had been a long time since the church had really studied anything in the Old Testament. 
It might not help. Some people might be greedy for power. They might not be willing to 
learn, but it was worth trying. Mathias decided that he would offer to teach the adult 
Bible class. He knew that they would be surprised when he announced that they would 
study the Book of Numbers.

To be continued…
1 For more excellent insights on organisation and leadership in Numbers, see Thayer’s 
very helpful book God’s Mission Begins: Vol 2: Leviticus – Deuteronomy. Available as a 
Kindle Book at www.amazon.ca

Matsapha, Eswatini, Southern Africa
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Finding True Joy 
in God: Insights 
from Psalm 25
Written on: September 30, 2023
Article by: Christopher Wright

Saying that life is difficult is as obvious as 
saying that water is wet. Everyone has 

troubles and no one is exempt.

Since the fall of Man, humanity has 
struggled to find meaning and purpose 
amidst trial and tribulation. God has 
responded with scripture, guiding us back to 
Himself and assuring us that those 
who belong to Him, are not alone. He 
guards and protects us through every storm 
and across every dark valley. As our divine 
companion He is the source of enduring joy.

Psalm 16:11 says: “You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is 
fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.”

The world may offer fleeting moments of happiness, but true unwavering joy is found 
only in God. It carries us through our most difficult times, when it is in fact at its very 
best. This may all seem odd, but the scriptures assure us that it is nevertheless so. The 
joy that God gives is made for trouble and knows just what to do with it.

What is joy?

When the Bible uses the word ‘joy’, what exactly does it mean in the context of the 
Christian faith? We typically associate the word with happiness because that is what 
most people around us mean by it. And while joy may include feelings of happiness, 
there is much more to it than that.

The biblical concept of joy is not a fleeting emotion or a temporary state of mind. It is not 
at the whim of circumstances. It is instead a deep and abiding sense of contentment 
and satisfaction coming directly from our relationship with God. That’s what joy is. It is a 
deep sense of contentment and satisfaction that comes from God.

In Galatians 5:22 joy is a fruit of the Spirit. It is something produced within us as we 
walk in obedience to God and experience His love and grace. Times of sorrow and 
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sadness cannot dispel it, for it flows entirely from our spiritual relationship with God. Joy 
from God is an enduring gift that keeps on giving, even when life is trying to take 
everything away.

How do we cultivate joy in our lives?

Understanding that joy is a profound and enduring sense of contentment rooted in our 
relationship with God, leads us to ask: how can we cultivate and nurture it in our lives?

Authored by King David, Psalm 25 provides some answers.

“To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in You I trust, Do not let me be ashamed; 
Do not let my enemies exult over me.” (25:1)

We don’t know what it was exactly that David was facing, but he mentions enemies, 
suggesting conflict. Despite his fears, David trusted in God as his only hope and this led 
to the joy that only God can provide.

Joy comes from trusting in God’s character.

Joy is anchored in the trustworthiness of God who always keeps his promises. He is 
eternally good and unfailing in love. And while present in all places at once, He is 
especially at our side when things get tough. It is therefore when we put our trust in 
Him, that we experience a deep and abiding joy, which like the peace of God – passes 
all understanding.

In verses 4 and 5, David reveals yet another path to joy. He says, “Make me know Your 
ways, O Lord; Teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are 
the God of my salvation; For You I wait all the day.”

David acknowledges that the journey to joy also involves seeking God’s wisdom and 
guidance. He desires not only to trust God but to know His ways and learn His truths.

Joy comes from seeking God’s guidance.

When the storms of life hit, it is important for us to seek God’s guidance. In stormy seas, 
even experienced sailors might never find their way back home without a compass. In a 
similar way, God guides us through His word and helps us to understand it when we go 
to him in prayer.

When we turn to Him for guidance, we acknowledge our need for His help and direction. 
We humble ourselves before Him, admitting that we cannot navigate alone. The burden 
of figuring everything out is lifted when we trust God’s infinite wisdom to guide us. 
Seeking His guidance deepens our relationship with Him, leading to a better 
understanding and a deeper sense of joy and fulfillment in Him. This is something David 
understood. Joy comes from seeking and following God’s guidance in our lives.

Joy comes from remembering God’s forgiveness
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We see another essential aspect of finding true joy in verse 7, where David wrote:

“Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; According to Your 
lovingkindness remember me, For Your goodness’ sake, O Lord.”

After seeking God’s direction, David acknowledged his sins and sought God’s 
forgiveness. God does not intend for us to live with a guilty conscience or to despair 
when we sin. He is eager to forgive – when we let go of sin and ask to be cleansed. And 
He does this for the sake of his own name. Forgiveness is the gift that rekindles joy, as 
it did so long ago in David.

Joy comes from resting in God’s protection.

Verse 15 says, “My eyes are continually toward the Lord, For He will pluck my feet out 
of the net. Turn to me and be gracious to me, For I am lonely and afflicted.”

David trusted that God would pluck his feet out of the net and deliver him from his 
enemies. Trusting in God’s eternal protection brings true joy. We can experience joy, 
knowing we have a God who watches over and protects us.

We can rest assured that no matter what we face in this life, God is with us and 
watching over us. This does not mean that we will never be harmed or crushed by the 
troubles of this world. Trouble is one thing that Jesus Himself guaranteed that we would 
have if we follow him (John 16) But it also means that God’s protection applies to us in 
the ultimate sense. If we belong to Him, He safeguards our souls and provides the 
strength to endure whatever comes our way. When we put our trust in God’s protection, 
we can have confidence that nothing can separate us from His love or His presence in 
our lives (Rom 8:38-39). We can face our trouble with hope and perseverance, knowing 
that God is working all things for our good, even if it doesn’t seem that way in the 
moment or if it seems more than we can bear.

We can rest in Him.

This is where our joy comes from—it comes from knowing that we have a God who 
protects us and watches over us, and nothing can separate us from Him. Isn’t that a 
wonderful assurance that we can hold onto in the midst of suffering? This is what David 
knew, and this is what we need to know. David understood what he had in God.

Consider the final verses of this Psalm:

“Look upon my enemies, for they are many, And they hate me with violent hatred. Guard 
my soul and deliver me; Do not let me be ashamed, for I take refuge in You. Let integrity 
and uprightness preserve me, For I wait for You. Redeem Israel, O God, Out of all his 
troubles.”

This is ultimately where David found his joy in the midst of all that was against him—
despite all his suffering and difficulty, he found it by seeking refuge in God.
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David understood that no matter how many enemies he had or how violently they hated 
him, God was greater than them all. He trusted that God would preserve and protect, 
redeem and restore. So he waited upon his God who had never failed…and God did not 
disappoint.

Joy comes from finding refuge in God.

We tend not to look for refuge until we are ‘down and out’. But even then, it is never too 
late, for there is never a time when God is not near or a place beyond his reach. Taking 
refuge in the Lord before we are lost and struggling makes the best sense. But even 
those who wait may do so before it is too late. God provides the rest that we need – rest 
for our souls. He will faithfully preserve and guide us through even the darkest times. 
And as He does, may we patiently wait for His redemption, knowing that He is working 
all things for our good, bringing us into a place of eternal joy and rest.

Thessalon ON
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The Nones – Where to Now?
Written on: September 30, 2023
Article by: Dave Knutson

‘Nones’ is a recent term for those who
espouse no religious affiliation at all. 

Many of those who have left the church in 
the last two decades fall into this 
category.

In a book entitled ‘Return of the God 
Hypothesis’, Stephen Meyer observes
that the rise of the nones corresponds 
roughly with the increased popularity and 
pervasive influence that the ‘new atheists’ 
have had on our children’s generation. 
They are indoctrinated with Neo-
Darwinism starting in grade-school and it 
is the only view given the ‘time of day’ in 
university. Not surprisingly, it has become the consensus view of their peers. Faced with 
a kind of social peer pressure that has the appearance of intellectual superiority, many 
have joined the ranks of ‘unbelievers’ and no longer have room for God in their lives.

Poaching the young takes advantage of a generational gap that has existed in most 
every age. Each new generation thinks that it is smarter and better informed than the 
previous one.

• That their grasp of reality is better.
• That their insights into the problems of the world are deeper and wider.
• And that they will leave the world in much better shape than it was handed to

them.
It is an attitude that applies to everything, especially the ‘faith of their fathers’. It is a 
visible pattern throughout the Bible. Generations of believers are almost always 
followed by those who do not believe and are sure that this is the better choice.

Faith in the God of the Bible is hard and never has been inherited. It must be acquired. 
It can only be had when the right information is combined with the right kind of thinking 
in a good and honest heart. Biblical apologists are quick to point out that from a 
scientific point of view, we all begin or ought to begin with the same information. What 
one does with that information makes a big difference.

What Meyers does in his most recent book is to begin with three commonly accepted 
scientific discoveries and then reason to the logically necessary conclusion. Those 
discoveries include:
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(1) Evidence from cosmology suggesting that the material universe had a beginning

(2) Evidence from physics showing that from the beginning the universe has been
“finely tuned” to allow for the possibility of life.

(3) And evidence from biology establishing that since the beginning large amounts of
new functional genetic information has arisen in our biosphere to make new forms of life
possible.

Each of these discoveries and all of them together imply the activity of a designing 
intelligence.

The “new atheists” attempt an ‘end run’ to evade these facts, preferring philosophy over 
science, claiming:

1. That while the material universe had a beginning, it could have been and most
likely was preceded by a multiverse.

2. That ‘fine-tuning’ is accidentally fortuitous to life but not intelligent ‘tuning’ at all.
3. And that the rise of new functional DNA resulting in new life-forms is somehow

both a feature of matter that nevertheless has no inherent purpose or direction.
In response we might observe that:

1. An infinite number of hypothetical universes does not explain the real one that
exists. It is like saying… “If we had eggs we could have eggs and ham, if we had
ham”.

2. In every other area of scholarly investigation and especially the forensic
sciences, evidence of design is evidence of a designer. Evidence of planning,
foresight and intent – distinguish first degree murder from lesser charges. And
when the evidence is clear, the jury is not ‘out’ for very long.

3. The kind of ‘evolution’ (Micro evolution) which we do see…is limited to physical
traits that are hereditary. Macro evolution (which we have never seen) demands
what micro evolution has never delivered. Darwin’s theory imagines that
everything that we know about adaptation within the limitations of inherited traits
has been repeatedly overcome or set aside to create new and novel species. But
imagination is not reality.

Real science does not support the philosophy of Atheistic Materialism nor does it 
provide evidence for the imaginary world necessary for Darwin’s theory to work. At the 
moment, atheistic materialism is taking a free ride on that back of scientific success for 
which it would like to take credit while cutting its foundation at the root. No science at all 
may proceed upon the assumption that randomness and chaos are the source and 
state of both the perceiving mind and the subject(s) under investigation.

Christians would do well to re-read Romans 1:18-32 where the apostle Paul reviews a 
process of self-deception that is as new as it is old. He reminds us that God has 
provided a set of facts for us to consider. Some are inherent within, some are built into 
the design of creation, while others have been revealed in God’s word.
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Paul wrote:

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can 
be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his 
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So
they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honour him as God 
or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping 
things.

Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonouring 
of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a 
lie and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever! Amen.

For this reason God gave them up to dishonourable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise 
gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, 
men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty 
for their error. And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to 
a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. They were filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Though 
they know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, 
they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.” (ESV)

Paul points out that the eternal power of God is the only adequate explanation for the 
contingent nature of the cosmos . Likewise, the eternal nature of God is our only source 
of absolute moral standards that apply all the time and in every place. These truths are 
implicit within the things that God created and made explicit in God’s word which also 
records the words and deeds of God for all to know. The result is, that unbelievers are 
‘without excuse’.

The new atheists have not added anything new. They deify the cosmos (as pantheists 
have always done) or some feature within God’s created order (like the laws of physics 
or chemical equations) as has every idolater before them. Everything old is new again – 
to the degree that each generation is ignorant of the past.

What they offer has been recycled:

• It is a world without God, where Man is god and the gods are made in his image.
• It is a world without right or wrong, where anything goes. Therefore, that which is,

is also that which ought to be.
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• A life without purpose in an accidental world must create its own purpose (if only
accidentally) or have none at all.

• Yet accidental minds must rise above accidental thinking. They must be relied
upon to formulate complex arguments proving that no one designed them and
that they ought not to be trusted.

The apostle Paul calls such thinking darkened and futile and on it’s own, irredeemable. 
When foolishness passes for wisdom, appetites take over. Children dishonour their 
parents, families fall apart, human life is cheap and chaos ensues. Its a world of greed 
and spite, envy and murder. It celebrates homosexuality and lesbianism, inventing new 
forms of evil in a world where there is never enough.

German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche was a 19th century atheist who admitted the 
consequences of disbelief in God.

He wrote “when one gives up the Christian faith, one pulls the right of Christian morality 
out from under one’s feet. This morality is by no means self-evident…Christianity is a 
system, a whole view of things thought out together. By breaking one main concept out 
of it, the faith in God, one breaks the whole: nothing necessary remains in one’s hands.1

Novelist and atheist Llewelyn Powys makes a similar point:

“ (The atheist) must be bold to weave a bower of ‘endless night’ upon the very edge of 
the abyss of abysses. This precarious cat’s-cradle he must make his intellectual 
habitation. It is not only belief in God that must be abandoned, not only all hope of life 
after death, but all trust in an ordained moral order… We must be prepared to take our 
bearings without a compass and with the slippery deck of our life-vessel sliding away 
under our feet. Dogmatic nihilists, skeptical of all good, we are put to our resources like 
shipwrecked seamen. We have no sense of direction and recognize without dispute that 
all beyond the margin of our own scant moment is lost”.2

The apostle Paul said it better than Nietzsche or Llewelyn. All is lost for those why 
deny God.

The wrath of God is not just something that begins in the life to come, for in the 
meantime, we must live in the world of our own making. Nazi Germany took it’s cue 
from men like Nietzsche. History records the inevitable collapse of all pagan societies. 
This is perhaps especially true for those who were once godly and are burning the 
bridges of repentance.

What should we do?

We must be prepared to give substantive content to the faith of our children and school 
them in the discipline of logical thinking. Faith in God is both reasonable and factually 
supported. We must make our youth fully aware of the most recent atheistic theories, 
while pointing out obvious flaws. We must show how faith in God is in agreement with 
science and provides the more reasonable view of the world. And we should do this 
while they are surrounded by believers whose faith has been tested and who can 
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account for it in today’s language. If our children hear only one side of an argument, 
they will be misinformed and unprepared. If they hear only one line of reasoning, they 
may not be prepared for another. And if they must stand alone among unbelieving 
peers, the likelihood of holding onto faith in God is greatly diminished.

To those who were once among us and now are ‘nones’, may we appeal for sober 
second thought. There is a difference between unanswered arguments and 
unanswerable ones. Let us provide these for those still willing to listen.

Barrie ON
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