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softwareIntroduction The Python LANG environment variable can be used to determine
the language version of the Python interpreter by its response to the LANG= command.
The value of LANG determines the level at which auxiliary language packages are
installed in addition to Python. For example, the LANG variable for Python 2.6 is "C".
This means that Python 2.6 will install the packages that are required for a Unix-like
system. Python 2.6 on Windows will not install these packages, but it will install other
packages necessary for Windows support. Python 2.6 on Windows will only install Python
libraries, but will not install platform independent libraries. The Python LANG variable
can also be used to determine the kind of execution environment that the interpreter will
use. For example, the LANG=C.UTF-8 environment variable is used to install the Python
packages in a UTF-8 execution environment. The LANG=ja_JP.EUC-JP environment
variable is used to install the Python packages in a Japanese execution environment. There
are two possible values for LANG: C: The C language for UNIX-like systems. If the C
library is not found in the directory named by the LANG variable, an attempt is made to
find it in the directories named by the LC_ALL, LC_MESSAGES and LANG
environment variables. The environment variable LC_MESSAGES is used if it is
available and nonempty. The value of the LC_ALL variable is used as a last resort.
CPAN: The CPAN (Comprehensive Perl Archive Network) is a package repository
system. A CPAN module can be a tarball or a zip file. The value of the CPAN variable is
used to install a CPAN module into the Python module directory. If the CPAN variable is
not present, it means to look for modules on the Internet instead. The following table
summarizes the values of the Python LANG environment variable for each language
version. Language Distribution Description Development Python from CPAN C Python
for C systems. Example
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